Al der buckt hor n

This colourful shrub has attractive berries which change
colour from red to purple as they ripen. This clashes with
the bright yellow colour of the wood

What other names does it have?

Generic name Buckthorn
Latin name  Frangula alnut

Family name  Buckthorn
Latin family name Rhamnaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Leaf
Description A matt green in colour with smooth edges. The ledénae® a blunt point o
rounded tip but are strongly tapered towards the stalk.
Shape Oval
Size Around 5cm long
Colour Fresh green

Leaf bud  The buds are 3mm tufts of orange fluff
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, andruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Red, ripening to purpleilack
Type of seed bod Berry

Bark and twig

Bark description Smooth and dark grey
Twig Description Straight and very slender. Purfdeown in colour with fine white strea



Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range?

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British conservation
status?

Additional information

Is any part of the

tree poisonous?

Human uses otree The wood has a surprising bright yellow colour. It was prized for
and timber making the best gunpowder

It is thought that the name 'alder’ buckthorn comes about becaust
leaves look similar to that of alder and the two trees/shrubs often
in similar places.

Tree lore and
folklore

Native

England and Wales

Prefers damp acidic areas including woodlands, w
heathlandsind river banks

Occasional

The berries are toxic and the sap is an irritant.

Al deo mmo n

A native of Britain, but also found throughout the rest of
Europe as far as Siberia, alder is a characteristic tree of
wet places, marshes and streassides.



What other names does it have?

Fern (old Irish)

Aller

Aller-Tree

WhistleWood (northern England)
Irish Mahogany

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Alder
Latin name Alnus glutinosa
Family name Birch
Latin family name Betulaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 18-25m

Leaf
L Racquetshaped and leathery with serrated edges. The tip is never pc
Description and is often indented.
Shape Oval
Colour Dark green
Generally mauve (but can be duller and grey). The buds are club she
Leaf bud
and stalked.
Leaf stalk  Long stalk
Leaf Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season February to early Apr
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seed bodyCone
1 Wind
1 Water

Seeds dispersed t q



Bark and twig

Bark description Dark brown. Square plated/cracked with the verticals domir
Twig Description Brown and notched. Hairless

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Downy alder- the leaves of which are larger, double toothed,
with? often downy

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or Wet areas such as river sides, wet woods, marshes a

environmental conditions? bogs. Often planted on land reclamation sites.

What is its British conservation Common
status?

Additional information

Alder timber is very resistant to decay under water and was therefore ust
water pipes, pumps, troughs, small boats and piles under bridges and hc
fact, much of Venice is built on alder piles. The two other main uses of al
wood are charcoand for making clogs. Alder was popular for charcoal as
was particularly favoured in gunpowder. Clogs made from alder wood we
light, easy to wear and absorbed shocks well.

Alder wood is a lure for woodworm, (as the beetles lay their eggs in aldel
preference to other wood), so branches were cut and put in cupboards tc
prevent woodworm in other woods. There are few other folldeseciations
Except, in Ireland it was thgit to be unlucky to pass an alder on a journe
Possibly because alder grows in marshy ground!

Human uses
of tree and
timber

Tree lore
and folklore




As h, common

Ash is the fourth commonest tree species in Britain and is
sometimesthe dominant tree in a wood. It is found across
Europe from the Arctic Circle to Turkey.

What other names does it have?

Uisinn (Gaelic)
Ask (Norse)

Esh

1
i
Can also be known a 1
i

Generic name  Ash
Latin name Fraxinus excelsior
Family name Ash
Latin family name Oleaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 15-30m

Leaf
- Six-twelve pairs of oval leaflets. Each leaflet has irregularly
Description
teeth.
Shape Compound
Colour Green
Colour of leaves in Pale yellow
autumn
Leaf bud Characteristic black buds at the end of each shoot
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Opposite
Leaf burst usually occurs May (one of the last native trees to come into leaf)

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other



Fruit colour Medium green changing biscuit brown when
Type of seed bod)Large winged seed/key
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Pale grey with fine lattice pattern of ridges and fiss
Twig Description Grey or light grey in colour

What other trees are similar?

1 Other Ashes
Can easily be confused with 1 Elder which hadive-seven leaflets instead

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native
to the British Isles?
Where is its natural

range?

Native

Britain and Ireland

Can be dominant on heavy or calcareous soils but also sur
on poorsoils where few other trees can grow. Abundant in r
conditions except light sandy soils

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions”

What is its British

) Common
conservation status?

Additional information

The wood is both strong and flexible. In the past it was bgdtle Angle
Human uses Saxons for their spears and shiblhdles. More recently other uses include
of tree and tool handles, furniture, sports equipment, walking sticks, tent pegs, oars,

timber  wheel rims, and even aircraft wings on the De Havilland Mosquito which
in World War IlI.
I n Scandinavian myths the ash tr
Treelore Wor |l dé and t he 0Tr e & Brdn, tieadh was @lso

and folklore regarded as a healing tree. In the past a naked child was passed througt

split trunk of an ash in a ritual to cure a broken limb or rickets.




Bay wil |l ow

A willow with a northern distribution in the UK. Its leaves
can be easily confused with the bay treavhose leaves are
used to flavour stews and other dishes. Its namgiven to

it by John Ray in 1690, reflects the similarity of the leaves
to the bay tree.

What other names does it have?

Black willow (Ireland)
Sweet willow (Cumbria)
Willow bay (Staffordshire)
French sally (Donegal)

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix pentandra
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 12-18m
Leaf

Thick and shiny leaves, so glossy they almost look varnished. The lea
Description finely toothed/serrated and produce a yellow gum which smells like a
leaf.

Shape Oval

Colour Dark green
Leaf bud  Glossy brown in colour
Leaf stalk  Short stalk



Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brow
Type of seed bod)Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark grey incolour with scaly crisgross ridge:
Twig Description Glossy greetbrown in colour and hairless

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to
the British Isles?

Where is its natural range? North England, Scotland, Northern Ireland &atth Wales.

A mountainougpreferringnorthernareas. Found by rivers
and in wet woodland. Occasionally planted in southern
England.

Native

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British

. Common
conservation status?

Additional information

All willows were seen as trees of celebration in biblical times but this had
Tree lore changed over time and now the willows are associated with sadness and
and  mourning. Classical poems often refer to willow in this way and it is repeat:
folklore artwith Ophelia drowning herself near a willow. It is suggested that the bitt:
taste of willow gave it thisssociation



http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/tree_planting_kit.htm
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/tree_planting_kit.htm
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/trees.htm
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/trees.htm

Beech, common

Common beech is often seen as a feminine tree and
particularly elegant examples may earn the name 'Queen
beech'. Beech woodlands are characterised by a carpet of
crispy fallen leaves and nut casings on the ground.

What other names does it have?

7 Boc
1 Bece

Can also be known a 1 Beace (Anglo Saxon)

Generic name  Beech
Latin name Fagus sylvatica
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 10-35m

Leaf
Description The leaf edges are smooth and are fringed with silky brown hairs
Shape Oval
Size Up to 10cm
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in vYellow to brown
autumn
Leaf bud Copper/grey colour, torpedo or cigar shaped and up to 2cm long

buds have a distinctive crissoss pattern
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate

Leaf burst usually Spring



OcCcurs
Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Flowering season April-May
Fruit colour Brown
Fruit season  SeptembeNovembe
Type of seed bod)Nut

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t

Bark and twig

Bark description Characteristic smooth grey bark sometimes with slight horizontal et
Twig Description The slender grey twigs have a zig zag shape

What other trees are similar?

1 Hornbeam but this teeth/serrations around the edges ¢

Can easily be confusec the leaves
W)i/th? Copper or purple beeewhich haspurplecolour leaves
' not green

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? South east and mifingland
Preferred soil type or It grows best on acid soils but does well on poor, san

environmental conditions?  shallow and chalkgoils. Dislikes wet solls.

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

Is any part of
the tree No
poisonous?
The timber is used for fuel, furniture, piles, tool handles, kitchen utens
and sports equipment. Beech wood burns also well and is used to sm
herrings. The nuts were also important as a source of food, particularl
pigs! They are energy rich aduld be used to fatten pigs up for market

Human uses ot
tree and
timber



France the nuts are still sometimes roasted as a coffee substitute and
can also yield an oil which can be used in cooking or for oil lamps.
Remarkably there are few folklore rederrelating to beech. It was thoug
Tree lore and to have medicinal properties though. In the past beech leaves were
folklore recommended as a relief for swellings, and boiling the leaves could m
poultice

Explanation of Latin name

Fagusmay be derived from the Grepkageinto eat, as in Europe beechmast was eaten in
times of famine.

Bird cherry

An attractive tree of northern parts, so named because the
birds love the bitter fruits so much.

What other names does it have?

1 Black dogwood
1 Black merry

Can also be known a 1 Hagberry

Generic name  Cherry
Latin name Prunus padus
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf



Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 7-10m

Leaf
L Hairless except for the tufts under the vein joibhtsaaf edges have
Description . .
fine, sharp serrations
Shape Oval
Colour Dull green
Colour of leaves in Dull green

autumn

Leaf bud Pointed 1cm long brown buds

Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowersin spike
Flower size  1cm
Flowering season Late spring
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Black
Type of seed bod)Berry

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark . _
description Dull grey in colour and slightly roughened to the touch
Twig Dull deep green/brown with pale markings. Shoots are hairy when yot

Description and lose this with age

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Wild cherry- this had large coarse teeth on the leaves and
with? fruit

Where is it usually found?



Is it native or non-native .
to the British Isles? Native
Scotland, parts of Ireland and northern Britain to Derbyshire.

Where is its natural There are odd populations in Norfolk thought to be native but

range? thought to have been introducett@ss the rest of southern
England
Preferr_ed soil type or Prefers limestone but will grow on poor soils. Needs full sun 1
environmental
" flower
conditions?
What is its British Rare

conservation status?
Additional information

Is any part of the free The foliage is toxic to livestock, especially goats
poisonous?
In some parts of Yorkshire it is called 'wild lilac' because of tl

spikes of white flowers in spring

Tree lore and folklore

Bl ackt hor n

Blackthorn is a common species of the North European
countryside with its dense spiny branches and familiar
sloes in autumn.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a Sloe
Generic name Blackthorn



Latin name Prunus spinos
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot
Species description:

Average heigh 6-7m

Leaf

Description  Slightly wrinkled
Shape Oval
Size Up to 5cm long and 2cm wi
Colour Green
Leaf bud Small only 22mm long
Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangement In bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Flower size  Around 1cm across
Flowering season Early-spring
Fruit colour Purpleblack with abluishbloom
Fruit season  September onwards
Type of seed bod) Fruit

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark _
description Purpleblack and finely roughened
Twig Smooth and gleaming purple if they are not covered with a grey bloon

Description shoots end in long spines.
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Native



Isles?

Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Widely planted in hedges, dominant in scrub a
conditions? on heavier soils

What is its British conservation status? Common
Additional information

Is any part of
the tree The sloes are very sour but not poisonous
poisonous?

The wood has been used for walking or riding sticks and was the tradi

wood for Irish shillelaghs. The popular sloe gin is produced by coverin
Human uses oisloes with sugar and gin, the result being an alrflawbured liqueur. The
tree and timber pittedgin-soaked sloes can be dipped into melted chocolate which is tl

allowed to set. Cooked sloes can also be used to make jam or jelly.

B 0o X

Box is a small tree, but often growsis a dense evergreen
shrub. It is a very popular garden plant for small hedges.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Box
Latin name  Buxus sempervirel
Family name Box
Latin family name Buxaceae

What type of tree is it?



Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:

Average heigh 6-8m

Leaf
Description Small, curved and with smooth edges. The leaves often notched at th
b They are leathery to touch and hareodd, sweet smell
Shape Oval
Size 2-3 cm

Colour Glossy green
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

arrangement Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering seasolLate winter onwards
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Brown when ripe

Bark and twig

Bark description Light brown-grey with close ridge
Twig Description Green sinuous twigs

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?
Preferred soil type or Naturally occurs on calcareous soils though widel
environmental conditions? planted. Very shade tolerant

What is its British conservation
status?

Native

Common

Additional information

Is any part of
the tree
poisonous?

All parts of the box are poisonous if eaten and will induce vomiting,
diarrhoea and abdominal pain



Box wood is yellow and extremely hard and figmined. It has been usel
since medieval times for fine woahgraving. It isalso used in wood
turning for small objects like chessmen, pulley blocks and moving par
the textile industry. Box is a favoured bush for topiary (trees and bush
into ornamental shapes)

Human uses of
tree and timber

In some areas box sprigs were oftgven to mourners at funerals to thro

Tree lore and onto the coffin as it was seen as a sombre plant. A number of places i

folklore southern England are named after box, for example Box Hill, Boxley &
Boxworth.

Cedar of Lebanon

A grand tree planted in the parks and gardens of stately
homes and mansions. It has a distinct shape with several
trunks and clear horizontal layers in the foliage.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Cedar
Latin name  Cedrus liban
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:



Average heigh 18-35m
Leaf
The stiff needles haveanslucent tips. The needles are arranged in spil

around side shoots in rosettes ofél®needles.
Shape Needle

Description

Size Around 2.5cm long
Colour Dark green
Leaf stalk  No stalk
Leaf In bunches
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Autumn
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green then purplish grey and finally brown when
Type of seed bod)Cone

T Wind
1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed q

Bark and twig

q Ba_rk_ Blackishrbrown with closely spaced ridgaad cracks
escription
Twig Brown with some fine down. The down is mainly found in the shallow

Description  grooves of the twig

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Other conifer species with needlésit they will be arranged in
with? different ways

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted

Primarily the Lebanon but also the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean and to Asia Minor

Preferred soil type or Originally a mountain species but was widely planted i
environmental conditions? variety of conditions in the eighteenth century

Where is its natural range?



What is its British conservation

status? Frequent

Additional information

The Lebanon is theriginal stronghold for this tree, hence its name. Howe\

Human usesits frequency is much reduced there as it has been felled for the timber w
of tree and said to be insecepellent In the UK, it was 'the' accessory for every stately
timber  home and mansion from the 1740s onwards. The great height and size c
tree was its key selling feature. However it is not commonly planted any |

Cherry plum

Although described as an 'untidy' tree in shape is it much
valued for its pretty white flowers which are often the first
flowers to appear at the end of winter.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aMyrobalan Plum
Generic name  Plum
Latin name Prunus cerasifer
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leavem autumn? Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 6-8m



Leaf

The slender leaves are often widest over-ivay along. There are downy
hairs on the underneath of the veins. Leaf stalks are reddish

Shape Oval
Colour Freshgreen
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Singular flower
Flowering season February
Fruit colour Some trees have yellow fruit and some have rec
Fruit season Late summer
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark grey developing wide fissures with age
Twig Description Green shoots which have a fine hair when very y

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  Variouscherries most of these have clustered flowers slightly la
confused with?  in the year and smaller fruits

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Non-native- naturalised
Where is its natural range? South east Europe and west /
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions” Often found in hedgerows
What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

This tree is valued for its attractive flowers which appear earlier in the yi
than almost anything else. There are many cultivated varieties that look
similar. Young trees are often used as understocks (a root on to which ¢
plant is grafted) for domestic plums.

Human uses
of tree and
timber
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Copper or purple beech

A tree often planted in gardens and towns for its
distinctive purple leaves.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Beech
Latinname  Fagus sylvatica f. purpure
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot
Species description:

Average heigh 15-30m

Leaf

Description The leaves are fringed with silky brown hairs and have 5 to 9 vein pai
Shape Oval
Size Up to 10cm
Colour Coppery to deep purple
Leaf bud Coppery colour, torpedo or cigar shaped and up to 2cm long. The but



scales have a distinctive cHesosspattern
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Fruit colour Reddish brown
Type of seed bodyNut

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Characteristically smooth grey bastmetimes with slight horizontal

Bark description etchings

Twig

Description The slender grey twigs have a zig zag shape

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Common beechwhich has dark green leaves instead of the
with? purple colour

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-
native to the British  Non-native- commonly planted
Isles?
This purple beech and others like is are cultivated varieties ai
Where is its natural have no 'natural’ range. But they can produce seedlings whicl
range? surviveinto large trees and are found in all sorts of places acr
the UK
Preferred soil type or
environmental
conditions?
What is its British
conservation status?

It grows best on acid soils but does well on poor, very acid, si
shallow and chalky soils. Dislikes wet soils

Frequent

Additional information

Human usesLike common beech the timber is used for fuel, furniture, piles, tool hand
of tree and kitchen utensils and sports equipment. Beech wood burns also well and i



timber  to smoke herringsThe nuts were also important as a source of food,
particularly for pigs! They are energy rich and could be used to fatten pig
for market. In France the nuts are still sometimes roasted as a coffee sut
and they can also yield an oil which canused in cooking or for oil lamps.

As with common beech there are few folklore records. It was thought to t
medicinal properties though. In the past beech leaves were recommende
relief for swellings, and boiling theaves could make a poultice

Tree lore
and folklore

Corsican pine

The Corsican pine comes from southern Europe and is
commonly planted in shelterbelts and forestry plantations
on sandy soils.

What other names does it have?

Genericname Pine
Latin name  Pinus nigra subsp. larici
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Averageheight 18-45m

Leaf

Description ~ The long needles are found in pairs and are usually slightly t
Shape Needle



Size Around 12cm long
Colour Greengrey
Leaf stalk No stalk
Leaf arrangement In bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Fruit colour ~ Grey brownwhen ripe
Type of seed bod Cone

Bark and twig

Bark description Scalyplates with large fissures. Grayauve in colou
Twig Description Strong twigs which are yellowwrown in colour

What other trees are similar?

f Maritime pine- this has longer needles and bent back |
scales

1 Ponderosa pinelonger needles in 3s

1 Austrian pinethis has shorter needles and darker barl

Can easily be confused
with?

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native
to the British Isles?

Where is its natural

Non-native- introduced

Corsica and Southern Italy from Calabria to Sicily

range?
Preferred soil type or An alpine species found at 132600m. Likes sandy sites. Cal
environmental withstand salt exposure and drought well. A widely planted
conditions? forestry tee, also common in shelterbelts and parks

What is its British

) Frequent
conservation status? 9

Additional information

Human uses of tree and timbe Widely grown for its timber which has numerous u

Additional notes

The foliage is full of volatileils, so the danger of forest fires in hot, dry condition is serious.




Crab appl e

The crab apple grows singly, sometimes woods will only

have one tree. It is found throughout Eur@e and Asia

Minor and can be easily confused with domestic apple
trees which have O6escapedd fr
naturalised.

What other names does it have?

Wild apple

Wild crab

Aball (Irish)
Gribble
Grindstone apple
Bittersgall
Wilding tree

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Apple
Latin name Malus sylvestris
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Specieglescription:

Average heigh 7-9m

Leaf
L Glossy with small rounded triangular teeth. The leaves are often folc
Description
crumpled
Shape Oval
Size Up to 6cm
Colour Green

Leaf bud Brown with downy hair at their pointed tips



Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Alternate
Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Fruit colour Yellow-green often flushed with red and/or white s
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Purplish brown with scaly ridges
Twig Description Green brown in colour with spurs and spi

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be Orchard applesnany varieties and hybrids which generally havi
confused with?  pinker flowers and larger fruit

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Native

Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Frequent in old woods and hedges on he
conditions? soils

What is its British conservation status? Frequent

Additional information

The crab apple was the most important ancestor of the cultivated apple,
6,000 varieties having been bred over the ages (ovethivets now extinct).
The timber of therab apple is uniform in texture and if dried slowly, is

Human usesexcellent for woodworking. At one time it was used for makingsgatares an

of tree and other drawing instruments. The fruit is excellent for crab apple jelly and w

timber It has been cultivated since early tena few crab apples were found in an

early Bronze Age coffin. Crab apples can also be roasted and served wit
or added to winter ale or punches. In Ireland a yellow dye was extracted
the bark to colour wool.

Many beliefsstem from crab apples, mostly to do with love and marriage
partners. An example is throwing pips into the fire whilst saying the name
your true love, if the pip explodes the love is true. Shakespeare also mak

Tree lore
and folklore



reference to crab apples in A Midsumrhaght's Dream and Love's Labour
Lost.

Crack wil |l ow

Crack willow is aptly named, not only due to the twigs
making a 'cracking' noise when broken but also because
old trees often develop a large crack in theirrunk and are
prone to collapse.

What other names does it have?

Sail (Old Irish)

Saileach (lrish)

Cat's tails (Somerset)
Snakeskin willow (Wiltshire)
Withy

Sallies

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix fragilis
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot



Species description:

Average heigh 20-25m

Leaf
Description Narrow, toothed leaves that algghtly shiny above and blue
green underneath
Shape Oval
Size Up to 15cm long
Colour Green
Colour of leaves in
Dull orange
autumn
Leaf bud Narrow and smooth
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brow
Type of seed bod) Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark brown in colour with rugged crigsossing ridge
Twig Description Yellow-brown and shiny

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be White willow- this has shorter leaves and a silvery felt on the underi
confused with? of the leaves. However hybrids between the two species are comm

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions” Wet ground near rivers, ponds and le
What is its British conservation status? Common



Additional information

In the past the thin twigs of willow were used to weave baskets
‘cribs’ for animal food. Larger stems could be used to make sm.
sailing boats because of the lightness of the wood. It seems the
was not widely used but &tractiveas it is a salmon pink colour.
Other uses include a rgulirple die that can also be extracted fror
the roots. More widely the tree was often planted next to rivers
roots would stabilise the banks. It also attracts insects in the sp
and was favored by beekeepers. Planting a crack willow is eas!
cut twig planted in the ground will quickly take root and grow!

All willows were seen as trees of celebration in biblical times bt
this had changed over time and now the willows are associatec
sadness and mourning. Classical poems often refer to willow ir

Tree lore and folklore way and it is repeated in art with Ophelia drowniegself near a
willow. It is suggested that the bitter taste of willow gave it this
associationIn northern areas, willow branches are used insteac
palm branches to celebrate Palm Sunday.

Human uses of tee
and timber

Dogwood

Although named after the twigs this is a popular garden
plant because of the rich red coloured stems and vibrant
autumn leaves.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Dogwood
Latin name  Cornus sanguine
Family name Dogwood
Latin family name Cornaceae

What type of tree is it?



Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh Up to 10m higl

Leaf
Description The leaves have smoagitdes and characteristic curving ve
Shape Oval
Size Up to 6¢cm long by 3cm wide
Colour Fresh green
Colour of leaves in autumr A rich red-purple
Leaf bud Black buds looking a little like bristles
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement Opposite
Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering season Early summer
Fruit colour Black
Fruit season  September
Type of seed bod)Berry

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark
description

Twig Smooth, straight and slim. In the sun the twigs are crimson, those in t
Description shade are lime green

Grey and smooth with shallosdges developing with age

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? England, Wales and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Frequent on heavy clays down landscrub. Often
conditions? planted in gardens

What is its British conservation Common



status?

Additional information

Thes moot h straight twigs were us
the origin of the name. Skewers used to be called 'dags’ or 'dogs' so
name means 'skewer wood'

Human uses of
tree and timber

Dougl as fir

Named after David Douglas who introduced the tree to
Europe it is renowned in its natural habitat in America as
one of the tallest trees, reaching heights d20m.

What other names does it have?

1 Oregon Pine in the timber trade
T coastal Douglas fir

Can also be known a 1 green Douglas fir

Generic name  Fir
Latin name Pseudotsuga menziesii
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:



Average heigh 20-55m
Leaf

The needles are flattened, soft, flexible and distributed around the twig (ra
Description than on one side etc.) If a needle is pulled off a twig it has a characteristic
shaped base. The underneath of the needle hasgvbéa stripes.

Shape Needle
Size Upto3cm
Colour Green
Leaf bud The leaf buds are long and slender looking a little like beech buds
Leaf stalk No stalk

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seed bod)Cone

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark Grey and smooth when young, later turning gpeyple with large orange
description  fissures
Twig

2 Grey brown in colour, slender and covered with fine hair
Description

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confusei Other conifersbuttheir needles will be arranged differently and
with? their cones are different

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the .
Non-native- commonly planted

British Isles?
Where is its natural range?  Western North America
Preferred soil type or Freely draining rocky osandy soilsvhich are neutral o

environmental conditions?  acid. Will grow at heights of 1800m

What is its British conservation

Status? Frequent

Additional information



Human uses of tree ancA very common timber tree, thene wood has a
timber large variety of uses.

Downy Dbirch

Downy, or white birch is similar to the silver birch with
light airy foliage. It is the dominant birch in Scotland and
north west England.

What other names does it have?

White birch
Brown birch
Beith (Gaelic and Old Irish)
Begh (Irish)

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Birch
Latin name Betula pubescens
Family name Birch
Latin family name Betulaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 15-20m
Leaf

Description Single toothed leaves on downy sta



Shape Heart/Triangular

Colour Green
Colour of leaves in autumr Goldenyellow
Leaf bud Big, long, sharp buds on slender shi
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate
Leaf burst usually occurs Spring

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flower size  Male catkinsup to 6¢cm lon
Flowering season April-May
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Brown
Fruit season  SeptembeDecember
Type of seed bod)Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark White bark with some black markings. The barkbranches can be cop
description  coloured

Tvv_ig_ Very finely hairy and smooth to the touch
Description

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  Silver birch- this has hairless shoots and stalks, more triangular |
confused with?  and the bark has mobdéack markings

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Native

Isles?
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Abundant on poor and wet soils, especially sc
conditions? the uplands.

What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information



Birch has a number of human uses. The timber has traditionally been us:
Scotland inhouses, furniture, carts, ploughs, gates and fences. While oth
parts of the UK used to shun the use of birch except for its traditional use
Human usesbroomsticks. Today, Birch timber has a variety of uses and large amount
of tree and birch brushwood are used annualty facecourse jumps. Other parts of the
timber  were also useful. The bark was used for tanning leather and the sap was
thought to have medicinal benefits for kidney stones and other ailments.
sap was also useful as it is a good source of sugar and baewedl into beer

or wine. Silver birch wine is still commercially made in Scotland.

Birch, the tree of Venus, has a number of properties associated with it. B
believed to protect against evil spirits and the evil eye lal$a symbolises
Tree lore love and fertility. In medieval times, a bundle of birch twigs was carried b
and folklore local magistrate on his way to court as a symbol of his authority and as a
of correction. The use of the birch as a punishment probably originates ir
need to drive out evil spirits.

Si | ver bi rch

The silver birch is a graceful and attractive tree with its
light airy foliage and distinctive white peeling bark. It has
beenan inspiration to writers, poets and artists in every
season throughout the centuries.

What other names does it have?

Beith (Gaelic and Old Irish)
Begh (Irish)

Paper Birch (Wiltshire)
Ribbon Tree (Lincolnshire)

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4



Generic name  Birch
Latin name Betula pendula
Family name Birch
Latin family name Betulaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 18-25m

Leaf
Description A very triangular leaf with 'double teeth' (the teeth have teeth)
P straight sides
Shape Heart/Triangular
Colour Pale green
Colour of leaves in Goldenyellow
autumn
Leaf bud Big, long, sharp buds on slender shoots
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Leaf burst usually

March-April
occurs

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season April-May
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Brown
Fruit season  SeptembeOctobe
Type of seed bod) Catkin
1 Wind
Seeddispersed by 1

Bark and twig

Bark

description White and papery bark with black cracks or fissures



Twig Purplebrown with rough white spots on the shoots. The spots are
Description particularly prominent on twigs that are in the sun

What other treesare similar?

Can easily be Downy birch- which has slightly hairy stems and leaf stalks. The let
confused with? of the downy birch are also more rounded and less strictly triangule

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental It prefers sandy or acidic soils although it is
conditions? common in most conditions
What is its Izrtlgtsuhsf.():onservatlon Common

Additional information

Birch has a number of human uses. The timber has traditionally been us:
Scotland in houses, furniture, carts, ploughs, gates and fences. While otl
parts of the UK used to shun the use of birch except ftaiiitional use of
Human uses broomsticks. Today, Birch timber has a variety of uses and large amount
of tree and birch brushwood are used annually for racecourse jumps. Other parts of
timber  were also useful. The bark was used for tanning leather and the sap was
thought b have medicinal benefits for kidney stones and other ailments. ~
sap was also useful as it is a good source of sugar and can be brewed ir
or wine. Silver birch wine is still commercially made in Scotland.

Birch, the tree bVenus, has a number of properties associated with it. Bir
believed to protect against evil spirits and the evil eye but it also symbolis
Tree lore love and fertility. In medieval times, a bundle of birch twigs was carried b
and folklore local magistrate on his wag court as a symbol of his authority and as a m
of correction. The use of the birch as a punishment probably originates ir

need to drive out evil spirits.




Bl ackt hor n

Blackthorn is a common species of the North European
countryside with its dense spiny branches and familiar
sloes in autumn.

What other names does it have?

Can also beknown as Sloe
Generic name  Blackthorn
Latin name Prunus spinos
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot
Species description:

Average heigh 6-7m

Leaf

Description  Slightly wrinkled
Shape Oval
Size Up to 5¢cm long and 2cm wi
Colour Green
Leaf bud Small only 22mm long
Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangementIn bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Flower size  Around 1cmacross
Flowering season Early-spring
Fruit colour Purpleblack with abluishbloom
Fruit season  September onwards
Type of seed bod) Fruit



1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark .
description Purpleblack and finely roughened
Twig Smooth and gleaming purple if they are not covered with a grey bloon

Description shoots end in long spines.

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Widely planted in hedges, dominant in scrub a
conditions? on heavier soils

What is its British conservation status? Common
Additional information

Is any part of
the tree The sloes are very sour but not poisonous

poisonous?

The wood has been used for walking or riding sticks and was the tradi
wood for Irish shillelaghs. The popular sloe gin is produced by coverin
sloes with sugar and gin, the result being an alxftavdured liqueur. The
pitted gin-soaked sloes can be dipped into melted chocolate which is tl
allowed to set. Cooked sloes can also be used to make jam or jelly.

Human uses of
tree and timber




B 0o X

Box is a small tree, but often grows as a dense evergreen
shrub. It is a very popular garden plant for smallhedges.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Box
Latin name  Buxus sempervire|
Family name Box
Latin family name Buxaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it isevergree

Species description:
Average heigh 6-8m
Leaf

Small, curved and with smooth edges. The leaves often notched at th
They are leathery to touch and have an odd, sweet smell

Shape Oval
Size 2-3cm
Colour Glossy green
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering seasolLate winter onwards
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Brown when ripe

Bark and twig

Bark description Light browngreywith close ridge



Twig Description Green sinuous twigs
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Preferred soil type or Naturally occurs on calcareous soils though widel
environmental conditions? planted. Veryshade tolerant

What is its British conservation
status?

Native

Common

Additional information

Is any part of
the tree
poisonous?

All parts of the box are poisonous if eaten and will induce vomiting,
diarrhoea and abdominal pain

Box wood is yellow and extremely hard and figrined. It has been usel
since medieval times for fine woahgraving. It is also used in wood
turning for small objects like chessmen, pulley blocks and moving par
the textile industry. Box is a favoutdush for topiary (trees and bushed
into ornamental shapes)

In some areas box sprigs were often given to mourners at funerals to

Tree lore and onto the coffin as it was seen as a sombre plant. A number of places i

folklore southern Englandre named after box, for example Box Hill, Boxley an
Boxworth.

Human uses of
tree and timber

Al der buckt hor n



This colourful shrub has attractive berries which change
colour from red to purple as they ripen. This clashes with
the bright yellow colour of the wood

What other namesdoes it have?
Generic name Buckthorn
Latin name Frangula alnu
Family name Buckthorn

Latin family nam¢ Rhamnaceae

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduol

Leaf
- A matt green in colour with smooth edges. The leaves have a blunt point or
Description .
rounded tip but are strongly tapered towards the stalk.
Shape Oval
Size Around 5¢cm long

Colour Fresh green
Leaf bud The buds are 3mm tufts of orange fluff
Leafstalk  Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers



Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Red, ripening t@urple-black

Type of seed bod Berry

Bark and twig
Bark descriptior Smooth and darkrey

Twig Descriptiol Straight and very slender. Purgbeown in colour with fine white streal

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the British )
Native
Isles?

Where is its natural range? England and Wales

Preferred soil type oenvironmental Prefers damp acidic areas includingodlands, wet
conditions? heathlandsand river banks

What is its British conservation statu: Occasional

Additional information

Is any part of the

. The berries are toxic and the sap isiaitant.
tree poisonous?

Human uses of tree The wood has a surprising bright yellow colour. It was prized for making t
and timber best gunpowder

It is thought that the name 'alder' buckthorn comes about because t
leaves look similar to that of alder and the two trees/shrubs often gr
similar places.

Tree lore and
folklore




Purging buckthorn

This tall, spiny shrub isnamed after the effect the berries
have on people a very strong purgative or laxative!

What other names does it have?

Can also be known i Buckthorn

Generic name  Buckthorn
Latin name Rhamnus cathartic

Family name  Buckthorn

Latin family name Rhamnaceae

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduol

Species description:

Average heigh10-12m

Leaf
Description Dark green, with curving veins and finely toothedtba edge:
Shape Oval
Size Around 6¢cm long
Colour Green

Colour of leaves in autum Yellow



Leaf bud Conical in shape and blabkown. Usuallyin opposite pairs
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowel
Fruit colour Black

Type of seed bod Berry

Bark and twig
Bark descriptior Darkbrown in colour with shaggy scales

Twig Descriptiol Slender, straight with spines on the side shoots. dx@n in colou

What other trees aresimilar?
Can easily be confused Spindle but this has longer narrower leaves and the berries are
with? orange
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the British )
Native
Isles?

Where is its natural range? England and Wales

Preferred soitype or environmental Found on calcareous soils and is common in scrub :
conditions? woodland

What is its British conservation status? Frequent

Additional information

Is any part of the The berries are a strong laxative (purgative) aad also irritate the skin. The bz
tree poisonous?is also a skin irritant



Purging buckthorn hasvo main uses over the centuries. The first as its name
suggests is as a purgative which it was thought would help clear out disease
illnesses. The second is as a yellow dye which can be made from the fruits ¢

Human uses of
tree and timber

Cedar of Lebanon

A grand tree planted in the parks and gardens of stately
homes and mansions. It has a distinct shape with several
trunks and clear horizontal layers in the foliage.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Cedar
Latin name  Cedrus liban
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Average heigh 18-35m

Leaf

Description  The stiff needles have translucent tips. The needles are arranged in s



around side shoots in rosettes ofélneedles.
Shape Needle

Size Around 2.5cm long
Colour Dark green
Leaf stalk  No stalk
Leaf In bunches
arrangement

Flower, seed, andruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Autumn
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green then purplish grey and finally brown when
Type of seed bod)Cone

T Wind
1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed q

Bark and twig

Ba_rk_ Blackishrbrownwith closely spaced ridges and cracks
description
Twig Brown with some fine down. The down is mainly found in the shallow

Description  grooves of the twig

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Other conifer species with needlésit they will be arranged in
with? different ways

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted

Primarily the Lebanon but also teastern coast of the
Mediterranean and to Asia Minor

Preferred soil type or Originally a mountain species but was widely planted i
environmental conditions? variety of conditions in the eighteenth century

What is its British conservation
status?

Where is its natural range?

Freqient

Additional information



The Lebanon is the original stronghold for this tree, hence its name. How

Human usesits frequency is much reduced there as it has been felled for the timber w
of tree and said to be insecepellent In the UK, it was 'the' accessory for every stately
timber  home and mansion from the 1740s onwards. The great height and size c
tree was its key selling feature. However it is not commonly planted any |

Bird cherry

An attractive tree of northern parts, so named because the
birds love the bitter fruits so much.

What other names does it have?

1 Black dogwood
1 Black merry

Can also be known a § Hagberry

Generic name  Cherry
Latin name Prunus padus
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 7-10m



Leaf

Hairless except for the tufts under the vein joibhtsaf edges have

Description fine, sharp serrations
Shape Oval
Colour Dull green
Colour of leaves in Dull green
autumn
Leaf bud Pointed 1cm long brown buds
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowersin spike
Flower size  1cm
Flowering season Late spring
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Black
Type of seed bod)Berry

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark . _
description Dull grey in colour and slightly roughened to the touch
Twig Dull deep green/brown with pale markings. Shoots are hairy when yot

Description and lose this with age

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Wild cherry- this had large coarse teeth on the leaves and
with? fruit

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native

to the British Isles? Native

Scotland, parts of Ireland and northern Britain to Derbyshire.
Where is its natural There are odd populations in Norfolk thought to be native but
range? thought to have been introducadross the rest of southern
England



Preferred soil type or
environmental
conditions?

What is |Fs British Rare
conservation status?

Prefers limestone but will grow on poor soils. Needs full sun 1
flower

Additional information

Is any part of the tree
poisonous?

Tree lore and folklore o I
In some parts of Yorkshire it is called ‘wild lilac' because of-

spikes of white flowers in spring

The foliage is toxic to livestock, especially goats

Wil d cherry

The wild cherry is arguably the most ornamental of our
native woodland trees. The 'avium' in theLatin name
refers to birds which eat the cherries as soon as they are
ripe.

What other names does it have?

1 Idath (Old Irish)

Can also be known a 1 Crab Cherry



Hawkberry
Mazzard
Merry
Gean
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Generic name  Cherry
Latin name Prunus avium
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 18-25m

Leaf
- Irregular coarse blunt teeth. Under the main veins the leaves
Description . .
finely hairy
Shape Oval
Size Up to 11cm long and 6cm wide
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in A mix of yellow andcrimson
autumn
Leaf bud Long buds which are clustered together
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Leaf burst usually

OCCUTS Mid-spring

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flower size  2cm across
Flowering season Early April
Fruit colour Red when ripe
Fruit season  Mid-summer
Type of seed bod) Fruit
Seeds dispersed k1 Wildlife



Bark and twig

Bark Purplish grey with horizontal markings. The papery bark can peel off tc
description reveal rich shinyred patchesinderneath
Twig

Description Hairless, brown with a grey bloom

What other trees are similar?
Can easily be confused with A number of closely related cherry spe:
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range?  Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or Frequent in most conditions prefers rich/heavy soils.

environmental conditions?  Abundantly planted in parks and streets

What is its British conservation

Status? Occasional

Additional info rmation

The timber is prized for furniture, woddrning and carving because of the
rich reddishbrown colour. The wood is also used as a fuel as it burns witl
fragrant smell similar to that of the flowers. Wild cherriessaiel to be the
best type to use in cherry brandy. The sticky resin has been used by chil
and forestry workers as a bitteweet chewing gum. It was thought to prom
a good complexion and eyesight and help to cure coughs.

In Japan cherry is the national tree and the blossom is the national symb
Cherry trees are planted in memory of those who died at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In England they have also been planted around the Peace Pa
Milton Keynes

Human uses
of tree and
timber

Tree lore
and folklore




Cherprlyum

Although described as an 'untidy' tree in shape is it much
valued for its pretty white flowers which are often the first
flowers to appear at the end of winter.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aMyrobalan Plum
Generic name  Plum
Latin name Prunus cerasifer
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 6-8m

Leaf
Descriotion The slender leaves are often widest over-haly along. There are downy
P hairs on the underneath of the veins. Leaf stalks are reddish
Shape Oval
Colour Fresh green
Leaf stalk  Short stalk
Lea Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Singular flower
Flowering season February
Fruit colour Some trees have yellow fruit and some have rec



Fruit season Late summer
Type of seed bod) Fruit
1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark greydeveloping wide fissures with age
Twig Description Green shoots which have a fine hair when very y

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be Various cherriesmost of these have clustered flowers slightly la
confused with?  in the year andmaller fruits

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Non-native- naturalised
Where is its natural range? South east Europe and west /
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions” Often found in hedgerows
What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

This tree is valued for its attractive flowers which appear earlier in the y
than almost anything else. There are many cultivated varieties that look
similar. Young trees are often used as understocks (a root on to which &
plant is grafted) for domestic plums.

Tree lore and The second part of the Latinnarti2e r asi f er a me alikes «
folklore f rui t so.

Human uses
of tree and
timber




Leyl andi i ghagger st on

A very well known garden tree that was created by
accident in a Welsh garden nursery when two different
trees crossbred to create this offspring.

What other names does it have?

T Leylandii
Can also be knowna 1 Leyland cypress

Generic name  Cypress
Latin name X cupressocyparis leylandii ‘haggerston g
Family name Cypress
Latin family name Cupressaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Specieglescription:

Average heigh 20-40m

Leaf

Each leaf is scalkke and around 3mm long, they overlap to form the main
shape of the tree

Shape Scale like

Colour Grey green
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Description

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of seed bod Cone
Bark and twig

Bark description Redgrey in colour with stringy ridge



Twig Description Brown flexible twigs

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  Other forms of Leyland, of which there are many. These have sli
confused with?  differentcoloured leaves and tree shape

Where is it usually found?

s it native or nolns-lréigve tothe British el commonly planted
As a tree created in cultivation it has no

Where is its natural range?
9 natural range.

Preferred soil type or envirormental
conditions?

What is its British conservation status? Occasional

Tolerates almost any conditions well

Additional information

Human uses of tree A widely planted garden tree because its grows quickly and has
and timber dense foliage which is goddr screening




Dogwood

Although named after the twigs this is a popular garden
plant because of the rich red coloured stems and vibrant
autumn leaves.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Dogwood
Latin name  Cornus sanguine
Family name Dogwood
Latin family name Cornaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh Up to 10m higl

Leaf
Description The leaves have smooth sides and characteristic curving
Shape Oval
Size Up to 6¢cm long by 3cm wide
Colour Fresh green
Colour of leaves in autumr A rich red-purple
Leaf bud Black buds looking a little like bristles
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement Opposite
Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering season Early summer
Fruit colour Black
Fruit season  September
Type of seed bod)Berry



1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig
Ba_rk_ Grey and smooth with shallow ridges developing with age
description
Twig Smooth, straight and slim. In the sun the twigs are crimson, those in t

Description shade are lime green

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? England, Wales and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Frequent on heavy clays @own landscrub. Often
conditions? planted in gardens
What is its British conservation Common
status?

Additional information

The smooth straight twigs were
the origin of the name. Skewers used to be called 'dags’ or 'dogs' so
name means 'skewe/ood'

Human uses of
tree and timber
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El der

This common tree of hedgerows, woods, chalk downs and
waste ground, elder was once regarded as one of the most
magically powerful of all plants.

What other names does it have?

Troman (Irish)
Boortree
Boontree
Borewood
Battery

Dog tree
Ellern

Fairy tree

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Elder
Latin name Sambucus nigra
Family name Honeysuckle
Latin family name Caprifoliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves inutumn? Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh'Up to 10m higl

Leaf

Usually 57 leaflets arranged in opposite pairs with a single leaf at the

The leaf edges are serrated or toothed
Shape Compound

Description

Colour Dull green
Leaf bud The purplish buds have spiky scales which likens them to a pineapple
shape
Leaf stalk  No stalk
Leaf Opposite

arrangement



Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering season Early summer
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Black
Fruit season Early autumn
Type of seed bod)Berry

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Crisscrossed with corky ridges and creamy grey in cc
Twig Description Creamy grey in colour with raised warts

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Found everywhere except on sands. Prefers r
conditions? fertilised soils

What is its British conservation status? Common
Additional information

Is any part of
the tree  The berries are poisonous eaten raw and the leaves are poisonous tor
poisonous?

Elder has a great deal of human uses over history, mostly for food anc
Elderflower cordial and ‘champagne' is made from the flowers which ¢
also be dipped in batter and fried as 'fritters’. The berries are used to r
rich wine. Elderflowers aralso used to make a skin cleanser and eye Ic
There is also some reference to elder being used for a hedging plant.
Human uses oitimber of elder is somewhat contradictotlye heartwood and rootstock is
tree and  beautiful wood that looks like ebony whilst branchesligte and filled
timber with pith. This hollow characteristic has been advantageous for some-
as a perfect nature made pea shooter for children! It is also thought th
name elder comes tieglo-Saxon'aeld' meaning fire because the hollo
stems couldbe used to blow air into the centre of a fire like bellows. Thi
leaves also had a ugeis said that a bunch of leaves will keep flies awa
from us or livestock due to their pungent smell.

Tree lore and There are many and contradictory folldand magical references to elde
folklore It was thought that if you burned elder wood you would see the devil b



you planted one by your house it would keep the devil away. Elder's h
growing in disused areas, rubbish tips and cemeteries has aled #arn
veneration and distaste. In the middle ages it was also claimed to be t
on which Judas hung himself adding more layers of complexity to
perceptions of the tree.

Engl i sh el m

Once common across the rich farmed soils of middle
England, this elm was ravaged in the late 20th Century by
Dutch Elm disease. Despite its name there is still debate
over whether this elm is a native species or wasought
here by Bronze Age farmers.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Elm
Latin name  Ulmus minor var. vulgari
Family name EIm
Latin family name Ulmaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it isdeciduou:

Species description:

Average heigh 16-30m



Leaf

In shape the elms have characteristicalymmetricabases. These oval
leaves are rather round and toothed/serrated around the edge. To the t

Description they are scrubby on top but downy underneath. The leaves are often pi
or crumpled
Shape  Oval

Size 5-10cm long
Colour Dark green
Leaf bud Tiny buds greypurple in colour
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Flower size  Around 2cm long
Fruit colour Light brown
Type of seed bodySmall winged see
T Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey withclose pale brown ridges, later coarsely square cr:
Twig Description The shoots are finely hairy

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Other closely related Elr

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the Native
British Isles?
The origin and lineage of this species is debated. It is

_ -
Where is its natural range* found in continental Europe and middle England

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British conservation
status?

Prefers rich farmed soils

Occasional

Additional information



Uses of elm are primarily for the wood. It has great strength, durability, a
twisted grain and is resistant to water. Uses include: boat building (keels,
rudders ad trawler boards) furniture, wheel hubs, wooden water pipes,
floorboards, coffins and in decorative turning. In fact before metal was wi
available many English towns had elm water mains, including Bristol, Re
Exeter, Southampton, Hull and LiveigdoSome of these old water mains st
survive and are occasionally dug up during building works. The foliage w
also used for feeding and bedding domestic livestock.

Elms used to be associated with melancholy and death, penassbecause
they can drop old branches without warning (to the danger of those unde
or perhaps because elm was the dominant wood for coffins. There is mu
literature celebrating and describing the elm, as they were a very key anc
obvious patrof the landscape, but little more folklore. In some counties or
towns there are overtures to fertility and relationships to different christial
festivals when people would gather under a particular elm for to sing psa
Lichfield, it was the custorto carry elm twigs in a procession around the
Cathedral Close on Ascension Day, then to throw them in the font.

Human uses
of tree and
timber

Tree lore
and folklore

Huntingdon el m

This species was raised in a Huntingdon nursery ¢.1760. It
has some Dutch ElnDisease resistance, so remains
occasional in town parks and some hedges.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a ¢ Dutch elm



1 Chichester elm

Generic name  Elm
Latin name Ulmus x hollandica 'veget
Family name Elm
Latin family name Ulmaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Average heigh 15-30m

Leaf

Glossy green above with tufts of hair on the vein joints underneath. In ¢
Description elms have characteristisymmetricabases and at the other end taper to
sudden point. The leaves are prominently toothed around the edge.

Shape  Oval
Size Up to 15cm long
Colour Green
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Flowering season Spring
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit season  Spring
Type of seed bod)Small winged see
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Greyish in colour with crissrossing ridge

What other trees are similar?



Can easily be confused with Other similar elm

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the Nornative- naturalised
British Isles?
A cultivated treethe offspring of a wych elm and a

Where is its natural range? i
9 smooth leaved elm and as such it has no natural rang

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British conservation
status?

Tolerates a range of conditions

Frequent

Additional information

Human uses of tree Planted as an ornamental elm in parks and gardens in thE7003
and timber as it has some Dutch elm disease resistance

Smogaltehaved el m

One of theclosely related 'field elms' the smooth leaved
elm has been much reduced by Dutch elm disease.
Although because it can reproduce by seed some saplings
are showing resistance to the disease.

What other names does it have?



Can also be known aField elm
Generic name  EIm
Latin name Ulmus minor var. minc
Family name Elm
Latin family name Ulmaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 16-30m
Leaf

The flat leaves are glossy and smooth but leathery to the touch. They ¢
distinctly double toothed/serrated (the teeth have teeth). In shape elm |
have characteristicallgsymmetricabases and at the other end taper to a
sudden point

Shape  Oval
Size 6-15cm
Colour Green
Leaf bud Slender and downy buds
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flower size  Around 2cm long
Flowering season Early spring
Fruit season  Spring
Type of seed bod)Small winged seed

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey-brown in colour. Sometimes with crisgoss ridges
Twig Description Brown in colour andwigs occasionally have corky ‘wings' or rid



What other trees are similar?

1 Other closely related elms
Can easily be confused  § Hornbeam which does not havasymmetricabases to th
with? leaves

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to

the British Isles? Native

The origin of this species is debated, with many authors
describing it as nenative to Britain. It is found in continenta
Europe and Southern England

Where is its natural
range?

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British
conservation status?

Tolerates a wide range of environmental conditions

Rare

Additional information

Uses of elm are primarily for the wood. It has great strength, durability, a
twisted gain and is resistant to water. Uses include: boat building (keels,
rudders and trawler boards) furniture, wheel hubs, wooden water pipes,
floorboards, coffins and in decorative turning. In fact before metal was wi
available many English towns had elater mains, including Bristol, Readit
Exeter, Southampton, Hull and Liverpool. Some of these old water mains
survive and are occasionally dug up during building works. The foliage w
also used for feeding and bedding domestic livestock.

Elms used to be associated with melancholy and death, perhaps this is k
they can drop old branches without warning (to the danger of those unde
or perhaps because elm was the dominant wood for coffins. There is mu
literature celebrating and describing the elm, as they were a very key anc
obvious part of the landscape, but little more folklore. In some counties o
towns there are overtures to fertility and relationships to diffeCanistian
festivals when people would gather under a particular elm for to sing psa
Lichfield, it was the custom to carry elm twigs in a procession around the
Cathedral Close on Ascension Day, then to throw them in the font.

Human uses
of tree and
timber

Tree lore
and folklore




Wych el m

Wych elm is a native woodland tree found mostly in the
northern areas of Britain. Sadly, most large and old trees
have been lost to Dutch EIm disease.

What other names does it have?

Elem

Elven

Emmel

Holm

Lem (Old Irish)
Wyce (Old English)
Elm-wych

Bough elm
Wychwood

Scotch elm

Can also beknown as
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Generic name  Elm
Latin name Ulmus glabra
Family name Elm
Latin family name Ulmaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis abroadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 16-30m
Leaf

The largest leaf of any native tree. In shape elms have characteristic
Description asymmetricabases and at the other end taper to a sudden point. The le
are prominently toothed around the edge.

Shape  Oval
Size 10-16cm long



Colour Green
Leaf bud  Hairy purplish black buds which are squat in shape
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Flower size  Around 2cm long
Flowering season February or Marc
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Light brown
Fruit season  Mid-summer
Type of seed bod)Small winged see
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed & 1

Bark and twig

Bark Smooth and grey when young becoming givbeywn with shaggy ridges
description  after 20 years

Twig

Description Dark grey in colour and coarsely hairy

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Other closelyelated elm

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the .
British Isles? Natlve

Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland although concentrated in the

and north
Preferred soil type or environmental Occurs in woodsften alongside streams
conditions? predominantly in upland areas
What is its British conservation Occasional
status?

Additional information

Human usesUses of elm are primarily for the wood. It has great strength, durability, a



of tree and
timber

Tree lore
and folklore

twisted gran and is resistant to water. Uses include: boat building (keels,
rudders and trawler boards) furniture, wheel hubs, wooden water pipes,
floorboards, coffins and in decorative turning. In fact before metal was wi
available many English towns had elm aramains, including Bristol, Readir
Exeter, Southampton, Hull and Liverpool. Some of these old water mains
survive and are occasionally dug up during building works. The foliage w
also used for feeding and bedding domestic livestock.

Elms used to be associated with melancholy and death, perhaps this is k
they can drop old branches without warning (to the danger of those unde
or perhaps because elm was the dominant wood for coffins. There is mu
literaturecelebrating and describing the elm, as they were a very key and
obvious part of the landscape, but little more folklore. In some counties o
towns there are overtures to fertility and relationships to diff&zanstian
festivals when people would gatherder a particular elm for to sing psalms
Lichfield, it was the custom to carry elm twigs in a procession around the
Cathedral Close on Ascension Day, then to throw them in the font.

Do u

gl as fir

Named after David Douglas who introduced thdree to
Europe it is renowned in its natural habitat in America as
one of the tallest trees, reaching heights of 120m.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a

1 Oregon Pine in the timber trade
T coastal Douglas fir
1 green Douglas fir

Generic name  Fir
Latin name Pseudotsuga menziesii
Family name Pine



Latin family name Pinaceae
What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:

Average heigh 20-55m
Leaf

The needles are flattened, soft, flexible and distributed around the twig (ra
Description than on one side etc.) If a needle is pulled off a twig it has a characteristic
shaped base. The underneath of the needle hasgvbéa stripes.

Shape Needle
Size Upto3cm
Colour Green
Leaf bud The leaf buds are long and slender looking a little like beech buds
Leaf stalk No stalk

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seed bod)Cone

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark Grey and smooth when young, later turning gpeyple with large orange
description  fissures

TW.'g. Grey brown in colour, slender and covered with fine hair
Description

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confuseiOther conifersbut their needles will be arranged differently anc
with? their cones are different

Where is it usually found?



Is it native or non-native to the Non-native- commonly planted

British Isles?
Where is its natural range?  Western North America
Preferred soil type or Freely draining rocky osandy soilsvhich are neutral o

environmental conditions?  acid. Will grow at heights of 1800m

What is its British conservation
status?

Frequent
Additional information

Human uses of tree and A very common timber tree, the pine wood has a large vai
timber of uses.

Mal denhair tree

A very distinctive and ancient tree and the only species
remaining of a much larger family which dominated the
plant world 150-200 million years age when the dinosaurs
roamed the planet!

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a Ginko
Generic name  Ginkgo
Latin name Ginkgo bilobs
Family name Ginkgo
Latin family name Ginkgoaceae



What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Doesit lose its leaves in autumn Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh Grows up to 28m hic

Leaf
Description Fan shape with a central notch
Shape Odd
Size 9x7cm
Colour Fresh green
Colour of leaves in autumr Bright yellow
Leaf bud Buds are red and green. They are fat but have a sharg
Leaf stalk Long stalk
Leaf arrangement In bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Late spring
Fruit colour Ripen to yellow in auturr
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey-brown with ridges becoming more craggy with
Twig Description Shiny, grey/brown

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range? China

Preferred soil type or environmental Prefers warmer areas and cannot cope with the ¢
conditions? Tolerates pollution well.

Non-native- introduced



What is its British conservation

status? Occasional

Additional information
Human uses of tree and Planted as an ornamental tree in parks and gardens and

timber occasionally towns.
Tree lore and folklore  This tree has been usedGhinesemedicine in the past

Hawt hor n, common

Hawthorn is one of the mostommon species of tree found
in hedgerows and woodland throughout Britain.

What other names does it have?

Ske (OId Irish)
Porn (Old Norse)
Hag (Old English)
Hagthorn

Azzy Tree

Holy Innocents' May
Quickthorn
May-Tree
Whitethorn
White-May
Thornbush

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -8 -8 -8 -8 A



Quick

Motherdie

May (for blossom)
Awes

Asogs

Azzies

Aglets

Agags
Arzy-garzies
Boojuns
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Generic name  Hawthorn
Latin name Crataegus monogyna
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 12-15m
Leaf

Toothed lobes cut at least halfway to the middle or-md Main veins
Description  curve outwards. There are tuftshair on the underside of the leaf wh
the veins join

Shape Lobed

Size Up to 6cm
Colour Green
Colour of leaves ir Yellow
autumn

Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Leaf burst usually Late April
occurs

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type offlower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flower size  1.5cm across
Flowering seasonMay or early June



Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Ripen to red
Fruit season Late August onwards
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Brown with shallow scaling ridges
Twig Description Slender and brown with individual thorn2tm long along the tw

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  Midland Hawthorn this has leaf lobes less than halfwayral-rib
confused with?  and the main veins are straight

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or Tolerates almost every kind sbil but flowers and fruits

environmental conditions? best in full sun. Abundantly found in hedges

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

Hawthorn, or quickthorn, was the most common species used for hedgin
during theeighteenth and nineteenth centuries after the parliamentary
Human usesenclosures. The timber is hard and tough and was used for veneer and c
of tree and work, boxes, tool handles, miVheel teeth, mallets and the ribs of small bc
timber It also makes excellent firewood addarcoal. Over the ages the haws and
hawthorn flowers have been used to make a variety of jellies, wines, liqu
and ketchups.

Hawthorn has more connections with ancient beliefs and traditions than ¢
any other tree. It was@owerful supernatural force for good or for evil. The
Tree lore appearance of the May blossom was the herald of the end of winter and
and folklore beginning of summer. Often, the May Queen was crowned with May blos
but at the same time it was considered unlucky to biviag flowers into a
house.



Mi d |

As its name suggests, this tree is found in ancient
woodlands and on very old hedgédanks on clay soil.

and

What other names doest have?

Can also be known a
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Woodland hawthorn
Ske (Old Irish)

Porn (Old Norse)
Hag (Old English)
Hagthorn

Azzy Tree

Holy Innocents' May
Quickthorn
May-Tree
Whitethorn
White-May
Thornbush

Quick

Motherdie

May (for blossom)
Awes

Asogs

Azzies

Aglets

hawt hor n



1 Agags
1 Arzy-garzies
1 Boojuns

Generic name  Hawthorn
Latin name Crataegus laevigata
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 8-12m

Leaf

Slightly glossy, almost hairless with shallow lobes. Main veins are sti

or curved upwards
Shape Lobed

Description

Size Up to 6cm
Colour Dark green
Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flower size  1.5cm
Flowering season May
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Ripens to dark red
Fruit season  Augusti September
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig



Bark description Brown with shallow scaling ridges
Twig Description Slender twigs with thorns-2cm long along the leng

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Common Hawthorn these leaves are cut/lobed at least Wwaly
with? to mid-rib

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Southern and central England
Preferred soil type or environmental Most commonly found in ancient woods and old
conditions? hedges on clay soils
What is its i?gzjr;gonservatlon Frequent

Additional information

This midland hawthorn is similar to common hawthorn and some writers b
that the negative superstitions surrounding hawthorn émaseconfusion with
this tree as the flowers smell nauseating and of rotten flesh. This is in
comparison to common hawthorn whose flowers smell sweet

Tree lore
and
folklore




Haz el

A very commonwoodland tree or shrub that grows under
the canopy of other woodland trees. It's history is
intertwined to ours through the multitude of uses for the
wood.

What other names does it have?

Coll (Ancient Irish)
Cobbly-Cut
Filbeard

Nuttall

Victor-Nut
Wood-Nut

Halse

Hezzel

Ranger

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Hazel
Latin name Corylus avellana
Family name Birch
Latin family name Betulaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduou

Species description:
Average heigh 12-15m
Leaf

Almost round in shapéut with a sudden sharp point at the end. The
Description  edges are doubly toothed/serrated. To the touch they are scrubby |

and quite floppy
Shape Oval
Size Upto 12 cm long
Colour Mid to dark green

Colour of leaves ir

autumn Bright yellow



Leaf bud Green, fat oval buds
Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Mid-Februaryi mid-April
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brown
Fruit season  Early autumn
Type of seed bod)Nut

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark Bronze in colour and finely peeling when very young. Older stems are
description  brown with shallow ridges
Twig

Description A pale greerbrown twig covered in long hairs

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Wych elm but this has thicker, rougher leaves with
with? asymmetricabases

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or Abundant except on watéwgged or poor soils.

environmental conditions? Commonly planted for coppicing

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

Hazel was crucially important in the past as a source of wood and had m

Human usesuses. Many of these uses relied upon the flexibility of the wood which col
of tree and twisted and even latted. Uses include thatching spars, net stakes, water
timber  divining sticks, hurdles, furniture, firewood. The hazel nuts were also a pi
food source, so much so that cultivated forms of hazel were bred for thei



or ‘cobs’. Now, however, grey squirrstsip the trees before the nuts can be
harvested.

Hazel has a reputation as a magical tree and is protected. A hazel rod is
supposed to protect against evil spirits, as well as being used fordiateng
or wands. In some partd England, hazel nuts were carried as charms anc
held to ward off rheumatism. Whilst in Ireland hazel was known as the 'T
Knowl edged and in medieval ti mes

Tree lore
and folklore

Explanation of Latin name

The nameCoryluscomes fromtheGeek Ohorysd meaning hel met
edged calyx on the nut.

Western heml ock

Queen Victoria so highly regarded this tree for its timber
that she requested it's name was changed to Tsuga
albertiana in honour of her husband. Thischange was
only temporary however and its original name is now
used.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Hemlock
Latin name  Tsuga heterophyl
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?



Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Average heigh 15-45m

Leaf

The needles are flat with two white bands/stripes on the underside. The ni
Description are soft and have rounded ends sharpoints. When crushed they smell a
little like parsley

Shape Needle
Size  6-22mm
Colour Dark green
Leaf stalk No stalk

Flower, seed, and fruit

Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seed bod)Cone

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark brown in colour with rugged ridg

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted

Much of north west America from Alaska to the Rock
mountains and south to California

Preferred soil type or Dislikes strong light, particularly dry areas and air
environmental conditions?  pollution. Tolerates dense shade very well.

What is its British conservation
status?

Where is its natural range?

Occasional

Additional information

Human uses This tree is almost exclusively grown for timber and wood pulp in the Uk



of tree and is said to be one of the best trees for these purposes. Plantation of west
timber hemlock are often very dark places as they cast such sleade that little
else can survive underneath their branches.




Hol | vy

Holly is our commonest native evergreen tree, it is so
popular that it is widely grown in gardens and there are
numerous cultivated versions grown for their colour.

What other names does it have?

BeinVair (Norse)
Cuillen (Old Irish)
Helver

Berry Holm

Aunt Mary's Tree
Poisonberry
Christmas Tree
Christ's Thorn

Can also be known
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Generic name  Holly
Latin name llex aquifolium
Family name  Holly

Latin family name Aquifoliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Does it lose its leaves in autumiNo, it is evergree

Species description:

Average heigh8-15m

Leaf

High gloss on top, anghle, matt underneath. Younger plants have very spiny

Description .
leaves, whereas older trees have almostapined leaves

Shape Oval



Colour Dark green

Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf
Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Clustered/groupedliowers
Flowering seasor Late spring early summe
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Ripening to red
Fruit season Autumn

Type of seed bod Fruit

_ 1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig

Bark descriptior Brownishgrey with frequent smalound 'warts

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confuse Other hollies- these have different shaped or coloured leaves e.g. yelloy
with? and green leaves with few spines

Where is it usually found?
Is it native or nonnative to the Britishisles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions Common on most soils and tolerates deep s

What is its British conservation status? Common



Additional information

Is any part of
the tree
poisonous?

The berries are poisonous to humans but not birds which love them!

The timber is white and heavireshly cut wood is so dense it sinks in water. Th
fine grain of the wood makes it suitable for inlay work on furniture and chess

Human uses o pieces. The hammers in harpsichords and the butts of billiard cues can also b
tree and timber made of hollyln the past there were more uses of holly including whips for hot

The leaves are also useful as they provide a nutritious feed for livestock. Som
hollies were planted and cut for this purpose.

The bringing in of evergredsranches to decorate homes and barns is a custorr
which goes back to pr€hristian times. The holly, with its red berries and sharp
spines, was seen as a powerful fertility symbol and a charm against witches, (
and the devil. Some writers say thatdtunlucky to plant a holly near a house

whereas others say that hollies were deliberately planted under the belief that
were good lightening conductors and would prevent the lightening striking the

Tree lore and house. These contradictions could be a result &iedént practices in different

folklore

parts of the UK. It is reputedly unlucky to cut down a holly tree and some belie
this is why hollies may have remained when parts of woods were felled or hec
grubbed up. Other evidence suggests this may have beeausehe evergreen
leaves provide sightlines and guides to those walking in the countryside or
ploughing fields. In the past, boiled young holly leaves were used as a cure fo
colds, bronchitis and rheumatism and although they are poisonous, berries wt
recommended as a laxative!




Hor nbeam, common

The hornbeam is an abundant tree in southern and
eastern England, but is probably the leasknown of the
common woodland trees.

What other names does it have?

Horse beech
Hurst beech
White beech
Hardbeam

Can also be known
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Generic name  Hornbeam
Latin name Carpinus betulus
Family name  Birch

Latin family name Betulaceae

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduol

Species description:

Average heigh10-20m

Leaf
- Corrugated by 144 pairs of leaf veins. The edges of the leaves have fin
Description
unevenly toothed/serrated edges.
Shape Oval
Size 7-12cm

Colour Dark green



Colour of leaves in

Golden yellowo brilliant orange
autumn

Leaf bud Slender buds around 8mm long. The bud tips are slightly curved
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Catkin
Flowering seasor May ¢ June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruitcolour  Fresh green ripening to medium bro
Fruit season Autumn
Type of seed bod Large winged seed/key

T Wind

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig

Bark descriptior Grey and smooth with vertical markings which may be dull silver or o

Twig Descriptiol Slender, dark brown

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Common Beechwhich has smooth edges to the leaves and few lee
with? veins
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the
British Isles?

Native



Where is its naturatange? South and East England

Preferred soil type or environmente Can be dominant on clay soils and is abundant on richer :
conditions? It has been widely planted

What is its British conservation
Common
status?

Additional information

Is any part @
the tree No
poisonous?

The wood of the hornbeam is extremely hard, which gives the hornbeam part
name as '‘horn' meant ‘hard'. The hardness of the wood means it was not wide

Human uses o used for timber due to the difficulty iworking it. However, it was used for small

tree and timber purposes cogs, ox yokes, musical instruments; pulleys, mallets, skittles and
0dzi OKSNARQ OK2LJJWAYy3I o6ft201ad ¢KS g22|
enough to smelt iron.

Hor se chestnut

The horse chestnut was introduced to Britain in the late
sixteenth century and has become with quintessential tree
of village greens and city parks.

What other names does it have?



Conkers

Cheggies

Obblyonkers (for fruit)

Cacky Monkeys (sticky buds)

Can also b&nown as
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Generic name  Horse Chestnut
Latin name Aesculus hippocastanum
Family name  Horse Chestnut

Latin family name Hippocastanaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf orconifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduotl

Species description:

Average heigh14-28m

Leaf
_ Generally 7 (sometimes 5 or §iplk lesdeaflets spreading from a central ster
Description .
Theleafletsare jagged and double toothed/serrated
Shape Palmate
Colour Green

Leaf bud Deep redbrown and sticky
Leaf stalk Long stalk
Leaf arrangemeni Opposite

Leaf burst usually = .
April
occurs

Flower, seed, and fruit



Type of flower Multiple flowers in spike
Flower size  The whole flower spike is up to 20cm in height
Flowering seasor May
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Glossy reebrown conker inside a green spiky h
Fruit season Autumn
Type of seed bod Nut

1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig

Bark
h i h
description Smooth and pinigrey when young
Twig Redgrey in colour and thick. The stems have horseshoe shaped marks left by

Description previous years leaves

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  Ral horse chestnutthis has pinked flowers, smaller crumpled leaves and
confused with?  the fruit husk is browner with few spines

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the British

Isles? Nonnative- naturalised

South East Europ&orthernGreece and Albania in

Where is its natural range? .
particular

Preferred soil type or environmental Grows best in in places of good soil moisture, fertilit
conditions? and full sun

What is its British conservation status? Common



Additional information

Is any part of
the tree  The nut is mildly poisonous
poisonous?

The most famous use of horse chestnut is in the game of conkers. The first re
the game of conkers is from the Isle of Wight in 1848. The World Conker
Championships are held in Northamptonshire every year. They attract thousal
people and partigants from all over the world. Other uses of the conkers inclu

Human uses o horse medicines (claimed to be the origin of the name), as additives in shamp

tree and timberand as a starch substitute. Research has shown that chemicals from conkers
used to treat strains and hises. More widely the tree was introduced for its
ornamental nature and was widely planted in parks and gardens. It became sc
popular that in the early 1900s 'chestnjutdzy” R Wweged@n when large numbers
of people would gather to see the blossom andnmc

There is little folklore associated with the tree. However the games of conkers
different rules in different parts of the country which have their own jargon anc
often require the repeating of rhymes or rituals to decigho goes first

Tree lore and
folklore

Red horse chestnut

A version of the horse chestnut which hasuddy -pink
flowers instead of the usual white.

What other names does it have?



Generic name HorseChestnut
Latin name  Aesculus x carne
Family name Horse Chestnut

Latin family name¢Hippocastanacee

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumiYes, it is deciduol

Species description:

Average heigh Rarely grows to 20m hi

Leaf

Slightly glossy, but crumpled. Usually 5 leaflets but there can be 6 or 7. Leafl
jaggedly toothed/serrated.

Description
Shape Palmate
Colour Dark green

Leaf bud  Greyish in colour and only slightgcky to touch

Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf .
Opposite
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowers in spike

Flower size  The flower spike is 220cm tall with theindividualflowers much smalle
Fruit colour  Orangeybrown husks containing a rich brown conker

Fruit season Late summesearly autumn



Type of seed bod Nut

1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig

Bark descriptior Smooth when young and later developing ridges and humerous cankers an

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused witl Horsechestnut which has white flowers and larger lear

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the British

Isles? Nonnative- introduced

This tree was horticulturally created and as such has

Where is its natural range?
natural range

Preferred soil type or environmental

conditions? Tolerates a range of conditions

What is its British conservation status’ Common

Additional information

Human uses of tree and timbiOccasionallplanted in parks and gardens for its red flow




Juni per, common

The common juniper is a scarce tree made famous by the
use of its berries in flavouringgin.

What other names does it have?

Crann Fir (OId Irish)
Aiten

Melmot
Horsesaving
Bastardkiller

Can also be known
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Generic name  Juniper
Latin name Juniperus communis
Family name  Cypress

Latin family name Cupressaceae

What type of tree is it?
Isit a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer

Does it lose its leaves in autumiNo, it is evergree

Species description:

Average heigh5-10m

Leaf

The leaves are curved and are silver on the inner side. They are sharp and spi
Description  arranged irgroups of three around the stem. When crushed they smell of
apples/lemons

Shape Needle
Size Up to 1cm long

Colour Green



Leaf stalk No stalk

Leaf
In bunches
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Other
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruitcolour  Purplishblack with a white bloor
Fruit season Autumn
Type of seed bod Berry

1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig
Bark descriptior A shaggy bark greyrown in colou

Twig Descriptiol Red brown in colour

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nontnative to the British Isles?
Where is its natural range?

Preferred soil type or environmental conditions?
Native

Britain and Ireland

It is variable and tolerates a contradictory range of conditierehalk in the lowlands and acid ground in the
highlands. However the tree has specific requirements in order to grow from seed which renders this tree

uncommon.



GenericnhamelLarch
Latin name Larix
Family name decidua
L atin family name Pine

What type of tree is it?Pinaceae

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumn¥es, it is deciduous

Species description:

Average height 12-30m
Leaf

Description

Soft, thin (less thatmm wide)
needles with two pale
bands/stripes underneath

Shape Needle

Colour Fresh grasgreen
Colour of leaves in autumn Gold-orange

Leaf bud Low domed knobbles
Leaf stalk No stalk

Leaf arrangement In bunches

Leaf burst usually occurs Early spring

Flower, seed, and fruit
Singular flower

Type of flower

Flower size Male flowers are around 1cm across and the female flowers are larg
Flowering season

Mid-spring

Both sexes

Straw coloured at first turning



brown later
Cone

Pinky brown in colour with wide crissrossing ridges

Amber or slightly pinkish in colour and hairless

Other conifers with needlebut these are evergreen, keeping their needles all year
Non-native- commonly planted

Much of Europe, the European Alps and Carpathian Mountains

Tolerates a range of conditions but is light demanding and does not grow well in shade
Frequent

Additional information

Human uses of tree and timbeiOne ofthe first trees to be introduced for its timber and became
first conifer to be planted in large scale plantations. The timber is hard and rot resistant and w
for a great range of uses in the past. Now it is most often used for fencing, gateesdan Broad
leaved lime furniture.




Lime

Tilia platyphyllos

Lime

Tiliaceae

Latin family name

It is a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumn?
Yes,it is deciduous

18-35m

Sharply toothed/serrated on the edges. The leaves are softly furry and have hairy stalks.
of the leaves can droop and take on a 'hooded' appearance in hot or dry weather

Heart/Triangular

10-15cm long

Dark green

Fat, Greyishdull red buds which have sparse hairs
Long stalk

Alternate

Clustered/grouped flowers

Both sexes

Green ripening to brown

Large winged seed/key

Common and small leaved lim¢hese have leaves which are smaller and theneusmerous 1
shoots from the base of the trunk

Native
Discrete patches across England and Wales
Prefers neutral and alkaline soils. Often planted in the 17th century but less common in the wild
Frequent
Preferred soil type or environmentalconditions?

Less is known about the uses of large leaved lime when compared to small leaved lime. But is i
the uses were similar, including fuel, hpples, bearsticks, cups, ladles, bowls and morris dancir
sticks! This is because it has ahtiggrain and does not splinter when hit hard. The wood was als

favourite of wooedcarvers. The fibrous layer of underar k cal |l ed débastod we

make sandals
What is its British conservation status?

. The leaves were alsseful as fodder for livestock

Limes are widely considered a female tree and have links to fertility. It is not really known

this came about but it is thought to date back to the Dark Ages. In France and Switzerlan

lime is a symbol of liberty asollections of limes were planted to celebrate different battles
which freed the countries from domination by others



Li me, common

A frequent tree in towns and parks, infact it was so
‘commonly' planted in the 17th century that this is how it's
name came about!

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aLime
Generic name  Lime
Latin name Tilia x europae:
Family name Lime
Latin family name Tiliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 20-40m

Leaf

Description Flimsy leaves with the undersides a shiny pale green
Shape Heart/Triangular
Size 10 x 10cm
Colour Dark green



Colour of leaves in

Dull-yellow
autumn

Looking a little like a boxing glove with one small red bud scale ar
one large red bud scale. They are also fringed with fine hairs

Leaf stalk Long stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Leaf bud

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering seasonJuly
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brown
Fruit season Latesummer
Type of seed bod) Fruit
1 Wind
Seeds dispersetly 1

Bark and twig

Bark Pale greybrown and irregularly ridged. Characteristic large burrs and
description covered in leaf shoots at the base of the tree
Twig

2 Slender and brown although they turn more red in the sun
Description

What other trees aresimilar?

1 Large leaved limethis has larger leaves which are softly

furry
1 Small leaved limethis has smaller leaves and reddish tufts

under the leaves at the vein joints

Can easily be
confused with?

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-
native to the British Native
Isles?
Somewhat debated as it can be a natural hybrid or offspring of |
Where is its natural large and small leaved limes. So would be native wherever thes
range? trees are found. But many of the trees are a horticultwaltivated
tree which would technically be considered 1mative

Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide variety of conditions. A very widely planted str
environmental park and landscape tree



conditions?

What is |Fs British Common
conservation status?

Additional information

Like other limes the common lime can be coppiced and used as fuglpley
beansticks, cups, ladles, bowls and morris dancing sticks! However the r
common use of this tree seems to berasraamental tree in large parks or
Human uses estates. Avenues of lime are common and were widely planted. Other us
of tree and include the fibrous layer ofunderar k cal |l ed O6bast o
timber  into ropes or used to make sandals. The leaves were also usefulasdodd
livestock and the very young leaves were a tasty sandwich filling! The blc
can also be used to make tea which was used during the war as a mild s
Even the small round fruits are just about edible and have a-tkedaste.

Limes are widely considered a female tree and have links to fertility. It is
really known how this came about but it is thought to date back to the Da
Ages. In France and Switzerland the lime is a symbol of liberty as collect
of limeswere planted to celebrate different battles which freed the countr
from domination by others.

Tree lore
and folklore

Smalldaved | 1 me

This attrative tree is found in southern England and the
midlands. Like all limes the sweet smelling flowers attract
large numbers of insects so much so that the trees are
said to humm or buzz in the summer.

What other names does it have?

Linde
Linden
Lynd
Lyne
Line

Can also be known
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Generic name Lime
Latin name Tilia cordata
Family name  Lime

Latin family name Tiliaceae

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumiYes, it is deciduol

Species description:

Average heigh12-24m

Leaf

Hairless except brown tufts of hair on the undersadehe veinjoints. The

Description .
P leaves are flat surfaced with serrated edges

Shape Heart/Triangular
Size 3-8cm long and wide
Colour Medium green

Colour of leaves in

Yellow
autumn
Leaf bud Hairless and fat with two scalesne large and one small
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowel

Tree/flower sex Both sexes



Fruit colour  Greenl/yellow
Type of seed bod Large winged seed/key

T Wind

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig

Bark Greybrown and slightly craggy. Often has many shoots out of the bark at the
description of the tree.

Twig

e Brownred in the shade and shining red in the sun.
Description

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused witl Common lime whichhas drooping flowers and larger lea

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to Native
the British Isles?

Where is its natural range? England as far north as Cumbria and into east Wales

Uncommon across the UK but were it is found it is generally
abundant. It is somewhat frozen in its current sites due to poor
reproduction from seed

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British

. Frequent
conservation status?

Additional information

Smadl leaved lime was widely coppiced and used as fuel;fadps, bearsticks, cups,

ladles, bowls and morris dancing sticks! This is because it has a tight grain and ¢
splinter when hit hard. The wood was also a favourite of woadvers. This led to

of 'Free and large areas of lime woods managed as coppice to give a never ending supply of

timber \yood. The fibrous layerofundér N OF t t SR Wol 40Q 61 &

make sandals. The leaves were also useful as fodder for livestock and the very

leaves were a tasty sandwich filling! The blossom can also be used to make tea:

Human use:



was used during the war as a mild sedative. Even the small round fruits are just
edible and have a cocdike taste.

Limes are widely considered a female tree and have links to fertility. It is not reall

Tree lore known how this came about but it is thought to date back to the Dark Ages. In Fr

and folklore and Switzerland the lime is a symbol of liberty as collections of limes were glamte
celebrate different battles which freed the countries from domination by others.

Field maple

An attractive and common small tree that is often
overlooked in woods. It is the only maple whose leaves do
not turn orange or red in autumn.

What other names does it have?

Cat oak

Dog oak
Maplin tree
Whistlewood
English maple

Can also be known a
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Generic name  Maple
Latin name Acer campestre
Family name Maple
Latin family name Aceraceae



What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 8-14m

Leaf
i Dark and shiny small leaves, with five neat lobes with a few, |
Description
rounded teeth
Shape Palmate
Size 7-10cm wide
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in Rich, golden yellow
autumn
Leaf bud Small, downy grey buds
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement  Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering season Spring
Treelflower sex Bothsexes
Fruit colour Green and crimson
Fruit season  Early autumn
Type of seed bod\Large winged seed/key
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Light brown with close ridges
Twig Description Slender, brown straight twig which develapsorky bark with ac

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range? England and Wales

Native



Preferred soil type or Tolerant of most conditions, including shade, but
environmental conditions? dislikes strongly acidic soils.

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

Traditionally its wood was valued for its fine grain and was useddoic-
turning, high quality carving and musical instruments (particularly harps).
wood is also used as a veneer as it takes a polish well. The sap, like all r
can be used to make maple syrup or wine. More recently field maple has
become common itowns and cities as it is an attractive tree that withstan
pollution well.

Human uses
of tree and
timber

Nor way mapl e

A commonly planted street tree with leaves that looks
much like the maple that is pictured on the Canadian flag.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Maple
Latin name  Acer platanoide
Family name Maple
Latin family name Aceraceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 12-25m



Leaf

Each of the five main lobes has a few distinctly pointed

Description teeth/serrations. Giving the leaf a spiky look
Shape Palmate
Size Around 15cm long and wide
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in Often yellow and occasionally red

autumn

Leaf bud Large and redbrown with a distinct point

Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Fruit colour Greenish yellow ripening to brov
Type of seed bod)Large wingedseed/key
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed k1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey with fine interlaced ridges
Twig Description Slender brown twig, with tiny white spc

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Sycamorethis has leaves which aneore rounded, not spik

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British . )
Non-native- naturalised

Isles?

Much of northern Europe from Scandinavia tc

Where is its natural range” the Caucasus

Preferred soil type or environmental
conditions?

What is its British conservation status? Occasional

Tolerates a wide range of conditions

Additional information

Human uses of tree Widely planted as an ornamental tree in parks, gardens and or



and timber streets as it tolerates pollution well

Sycamor e

A tree of contradictory perceptions; once loved as a shade
tree it now bears the scorn of some countryside
organisations that see it as a 'weed' which needs to be
removed.

What other names does it have?

1 Great maple
Can also be knowna 1 Plane (Scotland)

Generic name  Sycamore
Latin name Acer pseudoplatanus
Family name Maple
Latin family name Aceraceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:



Average heigh 16-35m
Leaf

All maples have five lobed leaves. Sycamroe has many large coarse r
teeth/serrations on each lobe. The leaf stems are characteristically rec

Shape Palmate
Size Around 20cm long and wide
Colour Dull, dark green
Leaf bud Large light green buds which may be clustered at the end of a twig
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowers in spike
Flower size A 'tail' of flowers 612cmlong, individual flowers very smg
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to pale brown
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod\Large winged seed/key

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Pinkish-grey and smoothAfter around 80 years small pale grey plates

Bark description develop

Twig

Description Stout twigs brownypink in colour

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Other very similar maple
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- naturalised

Europe although precise locations are lost due to tt
long history of planting this tree

Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide range of conditions including urba

Where is its natural range?



environmental conditions? and coastal environments.

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

This tree has numerable uses, it was possibly first introduced as a shade
give respite from the sun in parks and gardens. It timber is also of use, it
Human uses strong as oak but does not last as long. The wood was commonly used f
of tree and making toys or kithen items as it was easily dyed and lacked a sticky resi
timber  which some other woods have. Now sycamore is a commonly planted st
tree as it copes well with the polluted and harsh environments of our tow
cities.
The winged seeds known as Ohelic
Tree lore  modetmaking by children. More locally sycamore was the favoured wooc
and folklore making 'love spoons' in Wales. These wedding gifts are linked with rings
were traditionally made frora single peice of wood.
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Monkey puzzle or Chi

A patrticularly distinctive tree, always having one straight
trunk and horizontal branches covered with viciously
spiny leaves.

What other names does it have?



Can also be known a Chile pine
Generic name  Monkey Puzzle
Latin name Araucaria araucan:
Family name Chile pine
Latin family name Araucariaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Speciegdescription:
Average heigh 6-25m
Leaf

The individual leaves overlap completely hiding the stem. They are leathe
the touch and very sharply pointed.

Shape Needle
Size  4cm by 2cm
Colour Dark green
Leaf stalk No stalk

Description

Flower, seed, andruit

Fruit colour Greenbrown
Type of seed bodyCone

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark brown with distinct vertical ridges and horizontal mark

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range?  Chile and Argentina

Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide range of conditions and grows on
environmental conditions?  volcanic soils in it's native habitat

What is its British conservation Occasional

Non-native- introduced



status?
Additional information

Human uses o
tree and  Planted in parks and gardens for its ornamental and distinctive shape

timber

This tree is said to have been introduced to Britain by a plant hunter w
pocketed somauts he was given as a desert during a banquet in Chile,
later grew them on his voyage home and donated them to Kew garder

Tree lore and
folklore

Hol m oak

Introduced to Britain in the late 1500s this tree differs
from most oaks in that the leaves are spiny, like hollygnd
it is evergreen keeping its leaves all year.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aMediterranean oz
Generic name  Oak
Latin name Quercus ilex
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Average heigh 8-20m

Leaf

Leaves are concave with a fawn coloured felt covering the underside. "
Description leaves and leaves on young plaguts spiny whereas older leaves and lea
on old plants are smooth edged

Shape Oval
Colour Dark green to blackish



Leaf bud Very small buds. The terminal, or end bud, has curling whiskers
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seedand fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Early summer
Fruit colour Green ripening to brown in a greenish
Type of seed bod\Acorn

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Blackish becoming square cracked with a¢
Twig Description Slender and covered with a fawn coloured

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to
the British Isles?

Where is its natural range? Southern Europe

Tolerates salt spray and thrives by the coast. Also survive

well on alkaline soils, in strong winds and polluted areas <

as towns. Dislikes cold areas and can be killed by frost.

Non-native- naturalised

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British
conservation status?

Hy bri d s esssihl eo a&knd

Eng



A much debated tree that physically looks like a half way
house between an English oak and a sessile oak.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Oak
Latin name  Quercus X rosace
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of treeis it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 15-25m
Leaf

Shape Lobed

Colour Green
Leaf arrangement  Alternate
Leaf burst usually occurs Mid-May

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Early Mayi late June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brow
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod\Acorn

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t 1

What other trees aresimilar?

Can easily be confused Sessile and pedunculate oak as these are the 'parents’ of
with? tree



Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native

Much debated as the hybrid could occur anywhere bo

. -
Where is its natural range” parents ocurred together.

Additional information

Human uses Little is known about this tree but we could assume that its characteristic:

oftgssez?nd similar to those of the ‘paremttes. Try looking at English oak or sessile oe

The status of this tree is much debated. Some say a natural hybrid in the
would be rare and the flowering times of the parent trees differ enough tc
prevent overlap. Others use different reasoning, suggesting that the natu
variability in leaves andcorns of either parent means that trees labelled a
hybrid could simply be an odd version of either English or sessile oak.

Tree lore
and folklore

Oa k , cCommon

The common, pedunculate, or English, oak is the
commonest tree in southern and central British
broadleaved wodals. In fact, throughout Europe it has been
the predominant timber tree since prehistoric times.

What other names does it have?

1 English oak
Can also be known:¢ 1 Pedunculate oak
1 Sussex weed

Generic name Oak
Latin name Quercus robur
Family name  Beech

Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?



Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduotl

Species description:

Average heigh15-25m

Leaf
- The leaves have large deep lobes and smooth edges. There are two tir
Description .
lobes where the leaf joins the stalk
Shape Lobed
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in

Orangeybrown

autumn

Leaf bud Orangebrown oval buds which cluster at the tips

Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Leaf burst usually

Mid-May
occurs

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Catkin
Flowering seasor Early May till late June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Green ripening to brow
Type of seed bod Acorn

1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed t q



Bark and twig

Bark descriptior Grey with knobbly ridge

Twig Descriptiol Brown twig

What other trees are similar?

1 Sessile oakwhich has long stalks on the leaves and almost no

Can easily be confuse stalk on theacorn
with? 1 Turkey oak which has long whiskery buds and a 'mossy' cup o
the acorn

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the )
. Native
British Isles?

Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland

Preferred soil type or Abundant in most conditions except marshy, very light or chall
environmentalconditions?  soils. Most common in southast and central England

What is its British conservatior
Common
status?

Additional information

Traditionally there havéeen four main uses of oak. The most prominent is as a til
tree. Oak was a highly prized timber and was particularly used in ship building in
days of wooden ships. Its timber is also used in buildings, for furniture and a whc
range of other usesl'he other uses include the bark which was used for tanning
leather; the acorns which were used for fattening pigs as they are a rich food sot
and like many other trees the smaller branches and twigs were used for firewooc
charcoal making. Becauséaur long history with the oak tree, oaks are often used
ceremonial or commorative plantings. For example every school in Lincolnshire \
given an oak tree to plant in it's grounds to celebrate the Queen mother's 80th
birthday

Human use:
of tree and
timber

The oak tree has a long history of folklore throughout Europe. The oak was sacr¢
many people, including the ancient Greeks, the Norse and the Celts. It was often
associated with the gods of thunder as oak was often split by lightning. This is pr
because oaks are often the tallest tree any area. More recently oak was the sacr

Tree lore
and folklore



wood burnt by the druids for their midummer sacrifice. In fact the word 'druid’
means 'oak man' In modern history, tradition has it that Charles Il hid in an oak tr
Boscobel when pursued by the Roundheads. Since then, children wear oak leave
May 29th to commemorate Royal Oak Day (now known as Oak Apple Day).

Red oak

An frequent tree which may confuse those who recognise
the common or sessile oak as tHeaves are very pointy yet
distinctively oak.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Oak
Latin name  Quercus rubr:
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it losdts leaves in autumn’Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:



Average heigh 10-25m

Leaf
- Leaves have a few lobes each with several teeth which have poin
Description : .
whiskery tips. Underneath they are a matt pale green colour.
Shape Lobed
Size Upto 22cm long
Colour Dark green
Colour of leaves in Bright red
autumn
Leaf bud Chestnut brown in colour with hairy tips
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seechody Acorn

T Wildlife
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Smooth and silvegrey until very old when it develops warts or rid
Twig Description Straight, slender, dark brown twig

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Non-native- introduced

Where is its natural range? North America from Nova Scotia to
ge: Georgia

Preferred soil type or environmental
conditions?

What is its British conservation status?  Frequent

Tolerates a range of conditions

Additional information

A tree often planted in parks, or occasionally streets, for its attractive
leaves. It is also grown as a timber tree although the wood is not as ¢
as common/english oak

Human uses of
tree and timber



Sessi |l e oak

The sessile oak is smamed because its acorns are not
carried on stalks (peduncles) but directly on the outer
twigs (sessile). It is commonest in the north and west of
Britain.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aDurmast Oak
Generic name  Oak
Latin name Quercus petrae
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 15-30m

Leaf
- Rather shallow, regular lobes. On the underneath of the leaf the
Description . .
veins tend to be hairy
Shape Lobed
Colour Dark green often glossy
Leaf bud The buds are scaly and clustered together at the end of the twic
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf arrangement Alternate



Leaf burst usually Mid-May
occurs

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Early Mayi late June
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brow
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod\Acorn

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey and ridge
Twig Description Silvery twig

What other trees are similar?

1 Common oak these have acorns with long stalks and

Can easily be confuse: leaves with no stalk
with? T Turkey oak

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or Avoids heavy or alkaline soils. characterstic of north ar

environmental conditions? west of Britah and often absent from the lowlands

What is its British

. Common
conservation status?

Additional information

Sessile oak timber is strong and durable. The heartwood resists penetrat
Human usesliquids. This, and the straightlose grain, make it ideal for barrels and cask
of tree and When used in this way, the wood imparts a particular flavour to wines an
timber  spirits. It is also used for construction work, vemelting, shipbuilding and
furniture. Like the common oak the bark was usetthétanning industry.

Tree lore Oak have a long history of folklore throughout Europe. The oak was sacr



and folklore many people, including the ancient Greeks, the Norse and the Celts. It w
often associated with the gods of thunder as oak was gfflé by lightning.
This is probably because oaks are often the tallest tree any area. More r¢
oak was the sacred wood burnt by the druids for theirsmmdmer sacrifice. I
fact the word 'druid' means 'oak man'. In modern history, tradition tres it
Charles Il hid in an oak tree at Boscobel when pursued by the Roundhea
Since then, children wear oak leaves on May 29th to commemorate Roy:
Day (now known as Oak Apple Day).

Tur key oak

Introduced in the 18th century this tree waslanted for its
fast growth. Its negative on native oaks were only
discovered later the tree harbours a parasitic wasp which
destroys the acorns of other oaks so preventing the growth
of new oaks.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Oak
Latin name  Quercus cerri
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot



Species description:
Average heigh 16-30m

Leaf

The leaves are very variable in shapeme lobes are elaborate and point
Description whilst other leaves have rounded simple lobes. To touch they are roug
thick, shiny above but felted underneath

Shape Lobed

Colour Dark green
Leaf bud The budsall have twisting, large whiskers
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Ripens to brown in a green 'mossy' looking
Fruit season  Autumn (acorns tak&vo years to mature).
Type of seed bod)Acorn

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Greyish in colour broken into squarish plates with deep fis
Twig Description Quite straight dark brown twigs which are densely hairy

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Other oaksbut these will have smooth and very different ac
with? cups

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the Nornative- naturalised
British Isles?

Not well defined as it has been so widely planted,
believed to be much of central southern Europe

Preferred soil type or Has been widely planted in the past and cope well wi

Where is its natural range?



environmental conditions?  range of conditions.

What is its British conservaion

status? Frequent

Additional information

This tree is particularly fast growing and so was used in shelterbelts
avenues to create an effect quickly. Its timber is very poor and is no
much used.

Human uses of
tree and timber

Corsican pine

The Corsican pine comes from southern Europe and is
commonly planted in shelterbelts and forestry plantations
on sandy soils.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Pine
Latin name  Pinus nigra subsp. larici
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:

Average heigh 18-45m

Leaf



Description  The long needles are found in pairs and are usskdjytly twistec
Shape Needle
Size Around 12cm long
Colour Greengrey
Leaf stalk No stalk
Leaf arrangementIn bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Fruit colour ~ Grey brown when rig
Type of seed bod Cone

Bark and twig

Bark description Scaley plates witharge fissures. Gregnauve in coloL
Twig Description Strong twigs which are yellowwrown in colour

What other trees are similar?

f Maritime pine this has longer needles and bent back |
scales
Ponderosa pinelongerneedles in 3s

1 Austrian pinethis has shorter needles and darker barl

Can easily be confused
with?

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native
to the British Isles?

Where is its natural

Non-native- introduced

Corsica and Southern Italy from Calabria to Sicily

range?
Preferred soil type or An alpine species found at 132600m. Likes sandy sites. Cal
environmental withstand salt exposure and drought well. A widely planted
conditions? forestry tree, also common in shelterbelts and parks

What is its British
conservationstatus?

Frequent
Additional information

Human uses of tree and timbe Widely grown for its timber which has numerous u

Additional notes

The foliage is full of volatile oils, so the danger of forest fires in hot, dry condition is serious.



Scots pine

The Caledonian Pine Forest, in the Highlands of Scotland,
IS the only true native pine forest in Britain and the Scots
pine is the dominant tree. It is a hardy tree ands also
found across northern Europe and Asia.

What other names does it have?

T Scots fir

1 Guithais (Gaelic)
Can also be knowna 1 Ochtach (Old Irish)

T Giumais (Irish)

Generic name  Pine
Latin name Pinus sylvestris
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:



Average heigh 12-36m
Leaf

The thick slightly twisted needles are in pairs. The needldsger on
young plants and shorter on old ones

Shape Needle
Size Around 9cm long
Colour Dark greergrey
Leaf bud  The buds have papewhite scales
Leaf stalk  No stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

In bunches

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Flowering seasonMay - June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green maturing to brov
Type of seed bod)Cone

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig
Bark Characteristic orange brown scales when young. Then distinctively de
description fissured with age
Twig

. Greenbrown in colour and hairless
Description

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native

Now restricted to parts of Scotland although it does
regenerate frorseed across most of the UK

Preferred soil type or Thrives on mineral soil and sand low in nutrients. Groy
environmental conditions?  well on almost any other soil type except chalk

What is its British conservation Common
status?

Where is its natural range?

Additional information



The timber of the Scots pine is one of the strongest softwoods and is wid
Human uses used in the constructiop industry and joinery. It is used for telegraph pole
of tree an d\ props, gate posts, fencing etc. The tree can also_be tappedrésiit, from
timber which turpentine is made. Other products from pine have been rope fromr
inner bark, tar from the roots and a redelisbwn dye from the cones. The d
cones are also a good kindling for fires.

Despite its londnistory and use by people there is little folklore attached tc

Scots pine. Some writers such as Wordsworth described it as one of the

Tree lore attractive trees and there is some history of spiritual significance which c
and folklore traced back to Celtic timesi# thought that in England, scots pines were

planted around farmsteads as windbreaks, whilst clusters of pines situate

along the old droveways provided a means of navigation in inclement we

London pl ane

This is the tree of London streets, butlespite its name it
isn't a native tree. It is widely planted in towns and cities
because it seems to thrive in highly pressured urban
environments which other trees cannot cope with.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Plane
Latin name  Platanus xhispanica (platanus x acerfoli
Family name Plane



Latin family name Platanaceae
What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 18-35m
Leaf

These thick leathery leaves generally have five triangular lobes, witt
Description  lobe having at least three teeth/serrations on each side. However th:
leaves are very variable having more or less lobes and teeth

Shape Palmate
Size Average around 20cm long and wide, though highly variable
Colour Deep green
Co_lour of leaves Yellow to orange
in autumn

Leaf bud Smooth cones with red tips.
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Flowering season May-June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Golden brown when rig
Fruit season Late autumnwinter

1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark Olive greengrey with hand sized scaly plates which are oftenttostveal
description creamy bark underneath
Twig

Description Young twigs are green/brown



What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Maples but these have opposite lea
Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted

Thought to be a hybrid of two other planes from Spain
France but this is much contested and debated

Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide range of soils and condiieeven
environmental conditions? thriving in major cities with pollution and compacted so

What is its British
conservation status?

Where is its natural range?

Common

Additional information

Is any part of
the tree The seeds and flower pollen can be irritant to some people
poisonous?

The tree is widely planted as an attractive street tree in large cities. M
Human uses of London streets contain some London planes and they are common ir
tree and timber across the UK. The wood used to be popular for veeners as it is a ve
attractive golden broweolour with darker brown flecks.

The origin of this tree has been much debated and there are various
theories. The dominant theory appears to be that it is the offspring, o
hybrid, of two other plane treethe oriental plane and the American ple

Tree lore and
folklore

Aspen

A beautiful and delicate tree which spreads by suckers off
the root system, so creating entire groves of aspen. The
latin name 'tremula’ means to 'tremble’ and refers to the
way the leaves flutter and move in the slightest breeze.



What other names does it have?

Aespe (Anglsaxon)

Eadha (Old Irish)

Crithionn (Gaelic)

Aps (South England)

Asp

Pipple (South west England)
Quakin' ash (Scotland)
European aspen

Quaking aspen

Can also be knowns

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -8 -8 -4 -4

Generic name  Poplar
Latin name Populus tremula
Family name  Willow

Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduotl

Species description:

Average heigh15-25m

Leaf

The leaves are round with large curvy teeth. When they first open they are hair
Description they soon lose this. The leaves flutter in the slightest breeze . Young trees hav
oval leaves with a pointed tip.

Shape  Odd
Size Up to 7cm across
Colour  Green

Leaf bud The buds are long, pointed and sharp



Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf
Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Catkin
Flower size  Around 4cm lon
Flowering seasor Late winter
Fruit colour  White and fluffy
Fruit season  Spring
Type of seed bod Catkin

. 1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig
Bark descriptior Creamy yellow pitted with bands of black diamo

Twig Descriptiol Slender and shiny dark brown

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to
the Britishlsles?

Native

Where is its natural range’ Britain and Ireland

In the lowlands they prefer clay and wet areas in ancient woods o

Preferred soil type or . . .
YP heaths. In the uplands they are more diverse growing beside rock

environmental conditions?
gorges andtream valleys

What is its British
conservation status?

Occasional

Additional information



Human use:
of tree and
timber

Aspen does not have many uses. However its light weight wood has been used f
veneers, plywood, matches and fruit crates. In Ameiticaused for papemaking.

Most of the folklore around aspen is negative and refers to the way the leaves fl
or tremble in the wind. One writer says that in Wales they believe the leaves
constantly fluttered because it was a cursed traad cursed because it was the wor
on which Christ was crucified. Some writers believe these negative associations
why aspen wood was used so little.

Tree lore
and folklore




Whi te popl ar

It is the whitest tree in the landscape and from a distance
it can appear covered in snow because of the white woo
on the leaves and shoots.

What other names does it have?

7 Abel
Can also be known a 1 Abele

Generic name  Poplar
Latin name Populus alba
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis abroadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 15-20m
Leaf

Most leaves are five lobed with some irregular teeth around the edg
Description  hair underneath is bright white and woolly. Whenrtkes leaves unfold
they also have hair on top but this is quickly lost

Shape Lobed

Colour Dark greygreen on top and whitish underneath
Co_Iour of leaves Bright yellow
In autumn

Leaf bud White and woolly
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Alternate
Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Type of seed bod) Catkin



1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Pale grey in colour and pitted with lines of black diam«
Twig Description The twigs are white, with a closeool that lasts all winte

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to

the British Isles? Non-native- naturalised

Central and southern Europe to Siberia and round the

Where is its natural range* Mediterranean. Possibly Britain although tisislebated

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British
conservation status?

Can be found in parks, on roadsides and coastal areas

Rare

Additional information

Human uses o It has been widely planted aslaelter belt tree (to give cover from the wi
tree and  as it produces suckers (new trees that grow up from the roots of the e:
timber tree). These young suckers give good ground cover.

The origin of this tree is debated, it was widgdgught to be nomative

however references to 'abel' trees in historic documents indicate it has
here much longer than previously thought and so it could be native

Tree lore and
folklore




Wil d black popl ar

The black poplar is a rare tree and is threatened by its
cultivated relations! There are so few wild black poplars
left that it is unlikely that they will pollinate each other,
instead the large numbers of cultivated trees will pollinate
them. This means that there are hardly ever any new truly
wild black poplars.

What other names does it have?

Downy black poplar
Willow poplar
Cotton tree

Water poplar

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4

Generic name  Poplar
Latin name Populus nigra subsp. betulifo
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 20-25m

Leaf

Long-tipped and small with a mild balsam scent. The young leaves he
fine, tiny hairsthat they shed by autumn

Shape Heart/Triangular
Size 7cm
Colour Dark green
Leaf bud Long, orange buds
Leaf stalk  Long stalk

Leaf Alternate
arrangement

Description



Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flowering season Mid-spring
Fruit colour  White andfluffy
Fruit season May
Type of seed bod)Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Dark brown but often appearing black due to the deep craggy fissure

Bark description burrs

Twig

e Knobbly and amber in colour
Description

What other trees aresimilar?

Can easily be confusecAll the cultivated hybrid black poplars including tbembardy
with? and railway poplars

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
England and Walesenuously so in North

.. 2
Where is its natural range” England

Preferred soil type or environmental
conditions?

What is its British conservation status? Occasional

Wet areas along the margins of rivers

Additional information

Traditionally the timber has mg uses because it is light but tough, absorb
shock and resists splintering. Uses include wooden shields, the bottom ¢
Human usesfloors of oast houses (as it is resistant to fire), matches and baskets. Mor
of tree and recently it is being used for artificial limbs,gking cases, (wine bottles)
timber  pallets, shelving and toys. In the future it may be used for energy (electri
production because it is fast growing and will produce large quantities tin
quickly
Black poplar was once a very distinctive part of the countryside. As such
Tree lore odd there is so little folklore associated with it. According to Greek mythao
and folkloret he bl ack popl ar was created aft
c har i ot ssisterk masld sach & nuisance of themselves mourning



death that the gods decided to change them into black poplars. It is also
that the bright red fallen catkins are called Devil's fingers and bring bad I
picked up More locally some indiwicl trees have links to folklore. At Astor
on-Clun, a black poplar is known as the Arbor Tree and traditional cerem
take place there every year.

Rowan

The Rowan is an attractive, slender tree with silvery
brown bark, creamy-white spring flowers and clusters of
brilliant scarlet autumn berries.

What other names does it have?

Mountain ash
Caerthann (Old Irish)
Caorthann (lrish)
Quicken

Quickbeam

Wicken

Witchwood

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 A

Generic name  Rowan
Latin name Sorbus aucuparia
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf



Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot
Species description:
Average heigh 8-15m

Leaf

Description Usually 15 leaflets arranged pairs with a single leaf at the end/tip.
P Each leaflet is around 5¢cm long with teeth/serrations on the edges

Shape Compound
Colour Green
Colour of leaves in
Orange
autumn

Leaf bud The bud are purplish, hairy and up to 15mm long
Leaf stalk No stalk
Leaf arrangement Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering season Late spring
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour OrangeScarlet
Fruit season  Autumn

Type of seed bod)Berry
1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Greyish silver with dark horizontal markir
Twig Description Slender purplish grey twigs

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confuse(Ash- which has smooth edges on the leaftlets and winged see
with? 'keys'instead of berries

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to

the British Isles? Native



Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland

Abundant on light acid soils and grows higher theany
other trees in the uplands. Also widely planted in streets
parks

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British

) Frequent
conservation status? q

Additional information

Human uses The wood is tough and strong, and was traditionally used for handiesief
of tree and cartwheels and planks or beams. Rowan berries can be eaten by humar
timber  can be used to make jellies to accompany meat.

The rowan has many associations with magic and witches. Its old celtic r
is 'fid na ndruad' which mea wizards tree. In Ireland it was planted near
houses to protect them against spirits, especially of the dead. In Wales r
were often planted in churchyards. In Scotland there was a strong taboo
Tree lore cutting down a rowan. The wood was seen as th& protective part and wa
and folklore used for stirring milk (to prevent it curdling), as a pocket charm against
rheumatism and made into divining rods. The protective power is though
come from the bright red berries, as red was thought to be the best colot
fighting evil. The only place that still retains some rowan rituals is the Isle
Man




Wil d service tree

Despite the show of white flowers in spring and gorgeous
red leaves in autumn this tree has slipped somewhat into
obscurity. In the past itwas famous for its autumn fruits,
often made into sweets for children or alcoholic drinks for
the adults.

What other names does it have?

Chequers tree

Maple tree

Chequers

Chokers

Maple cherry (Cornwall)

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4 A

Generic name  Service tree
Latin name Sorbus torminalis
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 10-25m
Leaf

The leaves look a little like a maple having around five 'lobes'. There
two distinctly separate and pointed lobes at the base of the leaf near
stalk, whilst the other 'lobes' are somewhat joined. The leaves are sh
underneath wit hairs on the veins

Shape Lobed

Description

Colour Medium green
lour of leaves g, ...
Co_ou Ot 1eaves grilliant red-coppery colour
in autumn

Leaf bud Round green buds that look like little peas
Leaf stalk  Short stalk



Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers
Flowering season Late spring
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Brown sometimes with a red tinge and covered in light brown spe
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod) Fruit

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Brown with cracked oblong plates
Twig Description Slender, shiny greprown straight twi

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range?  England as far north &umbria
Preferred soil type or Heavy soils preferably clay. Most commonly found i

environmental conditions?  ancient woods and old hedgerows.

What is its British conservation

status? Occasional

Additional information

The wood does not seem to have a particularly widespread use despite i
lovely fine grain and silvery sheen. However there are some records of it
used by joiners and engravers for a wide variety of items. The wood is
apparently similar in charactstics to sycamore. It seems the tree was moi

Human uses . o : N

of tree and known for its fruits in the past. The fruits are edlble_ln autumn after they t

tmber softened and there are records of thgm being sold in bunches_ at markets

because they were so sweet that children loved thensdHolds in southern
England used to pick the fruits and string them together over a hearth so
the heat could ripen them. Once ripe children were allowed to pick off the
individual berries as sweets.

There is a great deal of folklore surrounding the fruits but it is somewhat
confused. The fruits can be made into an acoholic drink and it is still debi
whether the fruits were called Chequers and gave their names to the puk

Tree lore
and folklore



Chequers Innswvhich servd the drink or whether the Inns came first and g
their name to the fruit! The fruits can also be used to give flavour to othet
acoholic drinks such as whisky in the same way that sloe gin is made wit
blackthorn berries

Spindl e

An attractive shrub which is particularly distinctive in
winter when the bright pink berries hang off the leafless
twigs.

What other names does it have?

Prickwood
Skewer wood
Skiver
Pincushion shrub

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4

Generic name  Spindle
Latin name Euonymus europaea
Family name Staff tree
Latin family name Celastraceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot



Species description:

Average heigh 6-9m

Leaf
L Theleaves tiny sharp teeth/serrations along the edges. They are shir
Description :
slightly waxy to the touch
Shape Oval
Size Up to 8cm
Colour Green

Leaf bud Conical green buds
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

arrangement Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowers

Flowering
season

Tree/flower sex Both sexes

Bright pink on the outside and like a miniture pumpkin. The seeds in:
are birght orange!

Early summer

Fruit colour

Type of seed

body Berry

Seeds disperset 1 Wildlife
by

Bark and twig

Bark Deep green with light brown sinuous marks. In old age the colour che
description  to greybrown
Twig

Description Thin, straight twigs that are deep green in colour

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Purgingbuckthorn this has more rounded leaves and blac
with? fruit

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the Native



British Isles?
Where is its natural range?  Britain and Ireland

Preferred soil type or Prefers rictsoils and is most common in ancient
environmental conditions? woods and hedges and chalk scrub

What is its British conservation

status? Frequent

Additional information

Is any part of
the tree  The berries are a strong laxative/purgative

poisonous?
Spindle gets it's name from one of the uses of the tagthe spindles use
to spin raw wool (the wool is wrapped around the twig) . This is becau:
twigs are straight and smooth yet heavy. The twigs were also used for
skewers, toothpicks, pegs akwitting needles (hence some of its other
names). In the past the berries were used as a laxative or baked and
powdered and used as a treatment for headlice

Human uses o
tree and
timber

Nor way sSsSpruce

This tree has been famous since 1841 when Prince Albert,
Qu e en Vihosband, inteodused an old German
custom of decorating a spruce tree with lights. Since then
the Norway spruce has been a cornerstone of christmas
tradition across Europe

What other names does it have?

1 Christmas tree
Can also be knowna 1 Spruce fir

Generic name  Spruce



Latin name Picea abies
Family name Pine
Latin family name Pinaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree

Species description:
Average heigh 18-40m
Leaf

The leaves are squarish in shape with a white line on each 'side’. Stiff
Description pointed the leaves are arranged on the 'top’ of the twig with only a few
around the rest of the twig. If crushed they give of a rich, sweet smell

Shape Needle
Size 1.52.5cm
Colour Dark rich green
Leaf stalk No stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Other
Fruit colour  Brown when rips
Type of seed bod)Cone

T Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig
Bark Until around 80 years old the bark is coppery gveywn will very fine
description  markings
Twig . .
2 Dark dull orange in colour and hairless
Description

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Other spruces and conifers which have net



Where isit usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted

Where is its natural range? Europe to Balkans and Russia
Preferred soil type or environmental A mountain tree abundant in wetter
conditions? areas.

What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

The most famous use of the Norway spruce is as the traditional christ
tree. It is also a very commonly grown tree for wood or wood pulp (wf
could be used tmake paper for example)

Human uses of
tree and timber




Sweet chestnut

Introduced to Britain over 2000 years ago, sweet chestnuts
are often considered an 'honorary' native trees. Mature
trees are usually magnificent in size, with many having
huge hollow trunks that severalpeople can fit into at once.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a Spanish chestn
Generic name  Sweet chestnut
Latin name Castanea sativi
Family name Beech
Latin family name Fagaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 20-30m

Leaf
L The long leaves have around 20 pairs of straight parallel veins each ¢
Description .
in a saw shaped tooth at the edge
Shape Oval
Size Up to 20cm long
Colour Green

Leaf bud  The blunt ended, hairless buds have only a few bud scales
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Flower size  Flowers can be up to 15ciong
Flowering season Mid-summer
Tree/flower sex Both sexes



Fruit colour Brown within a green spiny ca
Fruit season  October onwards
Type of seed bod)Nut

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark Silvery-purple with verticatracks on young trees. Older trees develop ¢
description network of ridges which spiral up the tree

Twig .
Description Grey in colour and knobbly on older growths

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the Nornative- naturalised

British Isles?
Where is its natural range?  South Europe to North Africa and Asia
Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide range of conditions. Widely plante

environmental conditions?  the past in parks and gardens

What is its British conservation

status? Common

Additional information

The sweet chestnut had two main uses, firstly as a food source and secc
timber. It is thought the tree was brought here by the Romans as the nuts
Human usesgood source of energy and could be groumal flour. Other reciepes have be
of tree and found which include the nuts as ingredients in soup, a vanilla flavoured s
timber  and stuffing. The timber is also highly valued. It is more durable that oak
used outdoors and was cheaper. In some areas of KenussekSvhole
woods were planted to supply timber and the smaller coppiced wood




Sycamor e

A tree of contradictory perceptions; once loved as a shade
tree it now bears the scorn of some countryside
organisations that see it as a 'weed' which needs to be
removed.

What other names does it have?

1 Great maple
Can also be knowna 1 Plane (Scotland)

Generic name  Sycamore
Latin name Acer pseudoplatanus
Family name Maple
Latin family name Aceraceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 16-35m

Leaf

All maples have five lobed leaveSycamoreéhas many large coarse rounc
teeth/serrations on each lobe. The leaf stems are characteristically rec

Shape Palmate
Size Around 20cm long and wide
Colour Dull, dark green
Leaf bud Large light green buds which may be clustered at the end of a twig
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Description

Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowers in spike
Flower size A 'tail' of flowers 612cm long, individual flowers very sm



Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to palerown
Fruit season  Autumn
Type of seed bod)Large winged seed/key
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Pinkish-grey and smooth. After around 80 years small pale grey plate

develop
Twig _ o
Description Stout twigs browmpink in colour

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Other very similar maple

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Non-native- naturalised

Europe although precise locations kg due to the
long history of planting this tree

Preferred soil type or Tolerates a wide range of conditions including urba
environmental conditions? and coastal environments.

What is its British conservation
status?

Where is its natural range?

Common

Additional information

This tree has numerable uses, it was possibly first introduced as a shade
give respite from the sun in parks and gardens. It timber is also of use, it
Human uses strong as oak but does not last as long. The wood was comosad for
of tree and making toys or kitchen items as it was easily dyed and lacked a sticky re:
timber  which some other woods have. Now sycamore is a commonly planted st
tree as it copes well with the polluted and harsh environments of our tow
cities.
The winged seeds known as Ohelic
Tree lore  modetmaking by children. More locally sycamore was the favoured wooc
and folklore making 'love spoons' in Wales. These wedding gifts are linked with rings
were traditonally made from a single peice of wood.



Vareli gated sycamor e

A variety of the common sycamore which is planted for its
attractive green and yellow leaves.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Sycamore
Latin name  Acer pseudoplatanusvariegatun
Family name Maple
Latin family name Aceraceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 16-35m
Leaf

Theleaves have five lobes with round tipped teeth/serrations. They are
mixture of green and yellow in colour which varies between individual

Shape Palmate

Colour Green and yellow
Leaf bud Large and green
Leaf stalk Long stalk

Description



Leaf

arrangement Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Multiple flowers in spike

The 'tail' of flowers is €.2cm long and droops, individual flowers are
much smaller.

Fruit colour  Green ripening to brown

Type of seed
body

Flower size

Large winged seed/key

T Wind

Seeds dispersec q

by

Bark and twig

Bark description Pale grey when young, becoming rugged with
Twig Description Greenish with some grey and pink tones

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused with Sycamorewhose leaves are greah ovel

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Non-native- introduced

As a horticulturally created tree it has no
natural range

Preferred soil type or environmental Tolerates a range of conditions, prefers hee
conditions? soils

What is its British conservation status? Occasional

Where is its natural range?

Additional information

Human uses of tree and timbe Planted in parks and gardens for its ornamental fc



Tul 1 p tree

A particularly distinctive tree with leaves like no other. It
iIs named after the shape of its flower.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a Yellow poplar
Generic name  Tulip Tree
Latin name Liriodendron tulipifere
Family name Magnolia
Latin family name Magnoliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:



Average heigh 15-30m

Leaf

Young leaves are almost square but developdstinct lobes at the
Description base. The tip of the leaf looks like it has been cut off but with a slig
notch shape.

Shape Odd

Colour Mid green
Colour of leaves Myellow to gold and then mid brown
autumn
Leaf bud Buds are on short stalks and are flattemeshiape

Leaf stalk Long stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Flowering season Early summer
Fruit colour Brown
Type of seed bod\Large winged seed/ki
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey withcrisscrossing ridge
Twig Description Green shoots

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Nortnative- introduced

Isles?
Where is its natural range? North America from Novas Scotia to Florida
Preferred soil type orenvironmental Tolerates a range of conditions but prefers
conditions? warmer areas

What is its British conservation status? Frequent

Additional information

Human uses of tree Planted in parks and gardens, generally for its beautiful flowezh
and timber does look a great deal like a tulip!



Guel der r os e

A common shrub bringing colour to many habitats with
its white flowers followed by red berries which match the
red of the leaves in autumn

What other names does it have?

1 Dogberry
Can also be known a 1 Water elder

Generic name  Viburnum
Latin name Viburnum opulus
Family name Honeysuckle
Latin family name Caprifoliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it isdeciduou:

Species description:



Average heigh Up to 4n

Leaf
L Distinctive three lobed leaves which have teeth/serrations als
Description
the edges
Shape Lobed
Colour Green
Colour of leaves in Scarlet
autumn
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement  Opposite

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe

Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Red
Type of seed bod)Berry

1 Wildlife

Seeds dispersed t 1

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range?

Preferred soil type or
environmental conditions?

What is its British conservation
status?

Native

Britain
Prefers damp areas including riversides, fens and sci
but also grows in old hedgerows and woods

Common

Wayf atrin eg

A common shrub of 'waysides’ scrub, hedgerows and
woodland edges. The origin of the name is unknown and
there are many other more common wayside plants.



What other names does it have?

Generic name Viburnum
Latin name  Viburnum lantan
Family name Honeysuckle
Latin family name Caprifoliaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Leaf

Description A thick curved oval lee
Shape Oval
Colour Green
Leaf stalk No stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flowering seasonMay - June
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Red ripening to black
Fruit season  August
Type of seed bod)Berry

1 Wildlife
Seeddispersed by 1

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Southern England and Wales
Preferred soil type or environmental Hedges, scrub and open woods in
conditions? calcareous/chalky areas

What is its British conservation status? Common



Wal nut | common

A well known nut but a lesser known tree. The actual
walnut shell is hidden in a green outer huskbut be
careful as the juices of the husk will stain hands and
clothes green!

What other names does it have?

Generic name Walnut
Latin name  Juglans regi

Family name Walnut
Latin family name Juglandacea

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 10-30m
Leaf

There are usually betweerl3 leaflets arranged in pairs with a large end
Description leaflet (this end leaflet can be up to 20cm long itself). The leaflets are ¢
anduntouchedTo the touch the leaves are shiny and leathery

Shape Compound
Colour Green
Leaf bud Squat buds, purplbrown in colour



Leaf stalk Long stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Fruit colour A green outeshell containing an inner brown 1
Fruit season  Summer
Type of seed bod\Nut

1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey with silver grey rounded ridges
Twig Description Stout, green, curving twigs are almost hair

Where isit usually found?

Is it native or non-native to :
the British Isles? Non-native- commonly planted
South east Europe to south west China although this is

much confused by the long history of planting in other &

Preferred soil type or Prefers warm areas and drier soils. Dislikes wet areas,
environmental conditions? soils and colder areas which suffer frost

What is its British
conservation status?

Where is its natural range?

Frequent

Additional information

Walnut ha two main usegyriginally it was widely grown for the nuts and tr
Romans introduced it around their empire for that purpose. Later it was
discovered to have a very fine timber with a decorative wavy grain. The |
wood is at the base of the tree so trees are often dug outthathdelled!

Human uses
of tree and
timber



Whit ebeam, cCommon

An often planted ornamental garden, park and street tree
that is actually quite rare in the wild.

What other names does it have?

Findcholl (Old Irish)
Chessapple
Henapple

Hoar withy
Quickbeam
Whip-crop

Can also be known a

=A =4 =4 -4 A -4

Generic name  Whitebeam
Latin name Sorbus aria
Family name Rose
Latin family name Rosaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Speciedescription:
Average heigh 8-15m
Leaf

Description  The thick leaves are irregularly toothed/serrated. The underneath of t



leaves is covered in white hair like felt. When the leaves first unfold tt
look like magnolia flowers and have white hair ontibye as well, but this

is soon lost
Shape Oval
Size Up to 12cm long
Colour Green on top and white underneath

Leaf bud Green and pointed
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf
arrangement

Leaf burst
usually occurs

Alternate

Late April

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Clustered/grouped flowe
Flower size  1.5cm
Flowering season Early summer
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Red
Fruit season Late summer
Type of seed bod)Berry
1 Wildlife
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Smooth and grey
Twig Description The shoots are brick red in the sun but greyish green in the

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the

British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range?  Southern England
Preferred soil type or Prefers alkaline soils and thrives on chalk. But oddl

environmental conditions? found on acid soils in the Chilterns

What is its British conservation

status? Rare

Additional information

Human uses In the past the wood was widely used for waoching and fine joinery,



of tree and including chairs, beams, cogs and wheels in machinery. The wood-is fin
timber  grained, very hard and white. The berries were known as-elppéss in
northhwest England and are edible whestjabout rotted

Bay wil |l ow

A willow with a northern distribution in the UK. Its leaves
can be easily confused with the bay treavhose leaves are
used to flavour stews and other dishes. Its name, given to
it by John Ray in 1690, reflects thesimilarity of the leaves
to the bay tree.

What other names does it have?

1 Black willow (Ireland)

1 Sweet willow (Cumbria)

1 Willow bay (Staffordshire)
1 French sally (Donegal)

Can also be known

Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix pentandra

Family name  Willow



Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?
Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf

Does it lose its leaves in autumi Yes, it is deciduotl

Species description:

Average heigh12-18m

Leaf
. Thick and shiny leaveso glossy they almost look varnished. The leaves are fint
Description . .
toothed/serrated and produce a yellow gum which smells like a bay leaf.
Shape Oval

Colour Dark green
Leaf bud Glossy brown in colour

Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf
Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit
Type of flower Catkin
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour  Green ripening to brow
Type of seed bod Catkin

T Wind

Seeds dispersed t q

Bark and twig



Bark descriptior Dark grey in colour with scaly cHess ridges

TwigDescriptior Glossy greetbrown in colour and hairless

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or nonnative to the )
. Native
British Isles?

Where is its natural range? North England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and North Wales.

Preferred soil type or A mountainougpreferringnorthernareas. Found by rivers and in
environmental conditions? wet woodland. Occasionally planted in southern England.

What is its British conservatio
Common
status?

Additional information

Tree lore All willows were seen as trees of celebration in biblical times but this had changed
and time and now the willows are associated with sadness and mourning. Classical po
often refer to willow in this way and it is repeated in art with Ophelia drownieg&if

near a willow. It is suggested that the bitter taste of willow gave itaissociation

folklore

Crack will ow


http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/trees.htm
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/packs/trees.htm

Crack willow is aptly named, not only due to the twigs
making a 'cracking' noise when broken but also because
old trees often develop a large crack in their trunk and are
prone to collapse.

What other names does it have?

Sail (Old Irish)

Saileach (lrish)

Cat's tails (Somerset)
Snakeskin willow (Wiltshire)
Withy

Sallies

Can also be known a

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4

Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix fragilis
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh 20-25m

Leaf
- Narrow, toothed leaves that are slightly shiny above and blue
Description
green underneath
Shape Oval
Size Up to 15cm long
Colour Green
Colour of leaves in
Dull orange
autumn
Leaf bud Narrow and smooth
Leaf stalk Short stalk

Leaf arrangement  Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit



Type of flower Catkin
Treelflower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green ripening to brow
Type of seed bod)Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Dark brown in colour with rugged crissossing ridge
Twig Description Yellow-brown and shiny

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be White willow- this has shorter leaves and a silvery felt on the underi
confused with? of the leaves. However hybrittetween the two species are common

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions’ Wet ground near rivers, ponds da#les
What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

In the past the thin twigs of willow were used to weave baskets or ‘cribs'
animal food. Larger stems could be used to make small sailing boats bec
the lightness of the wood. It seems the wood was not widely used but is
attractiveas it is a salmn pink colour. Other uses include a-maple die that
can also be extracted from the roots. More widely the tree was often plar
next to rivers as the roots would stabilise the banks. It also attracts insec
the spring and was favoured by beekegpelanting a crack willow is easy &
a cut twig planted in the ground will quickly take root and grow!

All willows were seen as trees of celebration in biblical times but this had
changed over time and now the willows are associated with sadness anc
Tree lore  mourning. Classical poems often refer to willow in this way and it is repei
and folklore in art with Ophelia drowningdrself near a willow. It is suggested that the
bitter taste of willow gave it thigssociationin northern areas, willow
branches are used instead of palm branches to celebrate Palm Sunday.

Human uses
of tree and
timber



Grey will ow

A very common willow that looks much like goatwillow
and grows in similar places so it is quite hard to tell them
apart.

What other names does it have?

1 Grey sallow
1 Common sallow

Can also be known a ¢ Pussy willow

Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix cinerea subsp. oleifo
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:

Average heigh' 5-7m

Leaf

The leaves are long and that least twice as long as wide. They have a

fine felt underneath with odd rusty hairs under the veins.
Shape Oval

Description



Colour Green
Leaf bud  Buds are rounded and have minute hairs for the first year
Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Type of seed bod)Catkin
7 Wind

Seeds dispersed &t 1
Bark and twig

Bark description Has shallow very dark grey ridges
Twig Description Young twigs are minutely hairy. Twigs older than two years are r

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be confused Goat willow or sallow this has much larger oval to round
with? leaves

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the
British Isles?

Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental Abundant in a range of conditions except on the

Native

conditions? lightest soils and dry sites
What is its British conservation Common
status?

Additional information

All willows were seen as trees oélebration in biblical times but this had
changed over time and now the willows are associated with sadness and
mourning. Classical poems often refer to willow in this way and it is repeat:

Treaen(ljore art with Ophelia drowning herself near a willow. It is suggéshat the bitter
folklore taste of willow gave it thisssociationSprays of sallow have frequently been

used as Opal mé to decorate church
or fl ower. Tradition has it lbvwoat
Palm Sunday, then they would get their hair pulled



Os1i er

This fast-growing tree has been cultivated for centuries for
the flexible shoots which can be woven into baskets and
other products. More than 60 different kinds of osier
hybrids and cultivated varieties are grown in Britain for
the basketmaking industry.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known aCommon osie
Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix viminalis
Family name Willow
Latin family name Saliceceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? Itis a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 6-7m
Leaf

Very long and thin (20x1cm). The leaves are dark and wrinkled above
silky-white beneath. They have smooth edges

Shape Oval
Size Up to 20cm long
Colour Green
Leaf bud  Silky-white and rounded

Description



Leaf stalk  Short stalk

Leaf

Alternate
arrangement

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type of flower Catkin
Type of seed bod) Catkin
1 Wind
Seeds dispersed &t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Greyish brown with vertical crac
Twig Description Hairless, yellowish

What other trees are similar?

Can easily be  The many and varied osier species and hybrids that grow and ai
confused with?  cultivated for basketry and wicker work

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Southern England
Preferred soil type or environmental conditions” Wet and marshy are:
What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

Osier withies are traditionally used for basketking and wickework (woven

Human useswillow) which is becoming quite popular. Some osiers are planted to prow
of tree and living fences or pergolas. In the future osier may be used as a biofuel

timber  plantation of osier are grown, cut and chipped to make wood fueld that ci

burnt in a new type of boiler. In Sweden whole towns have this kind of he

There idlittle folklore associated with osier and the generic willow folkore
not apply given the very different form of osier to other willows. There are
Tree lore local customs however, for example in Chediston, Suffolk, there has bee
and folklorer evi val of a céremory.|Thisns usutlly helo pttha fgsdfull
moon in May. A Green George figure is dressed in willow strippings, dan

around and it then ceremoniously thrown into the local pond.



White will ow

Large trees are found in wetter areas but this wild version
is rarely planted now that there are so manyhorticultural
created varieties available.

What other names does it have?

Can also be known a Saugh

Generic name  Willow
Latin name Salix alba

Family name Willow
Latin family name Salicecea

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a broadleaf
Does it lose its leaves in autumr Yes, it is deciduot

Species description:
Average heigh 20-25m
Leaf

Description  The long narrow leaves are felted with silver hairs on their under



Shape Oval
Size Around 8cm long
Colour Green
Leaf bud Slender, flattened and silky buds
Leaf stalk Short stalk
Leaf arrangement Alternate

Flower, seed, and fruit

Type offlower Catkin
Tree/flower sex Both sexes
Fruit colour Green brown with white fluff on the see
Type of seed bod)Catkin
T Wind
Seeds dispersed t 1

Bark and twig

Bark description Grey and rugged with crisgossing ridges
Twig Description Shoots ardélexible, very slender and grey in colo

What other trees are similar?

Crack willow- this tree has much longer leaves (up to 15cm) that are
hairless underneath. However hybrids between the two species are
common

Can easily be
confused with?

Where is it usually found?

Is it native or non-native to the British

Isles? Native
Where is its natural range? Britain and Ireland
Preferred soil type or environmental  Wetter areas around rivers, ponds, marshe:
conditions? ditches

What is its British conservation status? Common

Additional information

A variety of the white willow is the cricket bat willow. As its names sugge

Human usesits wood is used for making cricket bats. However as with most willows ti

of tree and primary use is ofhe thin twigs to weave baskets or ‘cribs’ for animal food.

timber  Larger stems could be used to make small sailing boats because of the |
of the wood.



All willows were seen as trees of celebration in biblical times but this had
changed over time and now the willows are associated with sadness and
Tree lore  mourning. Classical poems often refer to willow in this way and it is repei
and folklore in art with Ophelia drowning herself near a willow. It is suggested that the
bitter taste of willow gave itis assocation. In northern areas, willow brant

are used instead of palm branches to celebrate Palm Sunday.

|l ri sh yew

Originally discovered in County Fermanagh in 1780 this
tree is thought to be a strange offshoot of the common yew
which wassubsequently cultivated for the different foliage
and upright growth.

What other names does it have?

Generic name Yew
Latinname  Taxus baccata ‘fastigiat
Family name Yew
Latin family name Taxaceae

What type of tree is it?

Is it a broadleaf or conifer? It is a conifer
Does it lose its leaves in autumr No, it is evergree



